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“...and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” John 6:72

John 3:16 - For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.

-Realiz e  that you are a sinner and need to be saved. (Romans 3:23)

-Belie ve  that Jesus, the Son of God - born of a virgin, died for your sins and rose again. (Romans 10:9)

-Repent  of your sins. (Acts 3:19)

-Ask  the Lord to save you from your sins. (Romans 10:13)

-Follo w  God and give Him control of your life. (Matthew 16:24)

2 Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new.

If you have made that choice to accept Jesus Christ as your personal Savior,
we encourage you to seek wise godly counsel from someone such as a pastor or teacher to

further your growth and understanding of your new life.

Life and Death

Ho w To Be Sa ved



3Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (Ephesians 4:3)
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On The Cover : Leopold  (Photo by Tom Bradley)

Leopold got leprosy many years ago. He finally received the cure for
leprosy, but not until he'd suffered permanent nerve damage in his hands
and feet. As a result, instead of hands and feet he only has stumps.

Leopold makes chairs for a living but he earns barely enough to live.
Dr. Jacques Kongawi from American Leprosy Missions visits him to change
the dressings on his sores and bring him food and companionship. Be-
cause of the stigma of leprosy, Leopold is shunned by his neighbors. Dr.
Kongawi brings healing, and hope, in the name of Christ.

Letter From

The Editor s
Hello Greenville!

We hope that this issue finds you well. It is finally obvi-
ous that spring is here. God’s beautiful renewal of nature is
all around us. The dogwoods and azaleas are blooming in
profusion and almost every vehicle you pass is coated with a
light dusting of yellow pollen. Though it is irritating and of-
ten causes our allergies to go haywire, wouldn’t the world
be a drab place without the products of pollen (aka flow-
ers)? Spiritually speaking, we often have to put up with some
pollen and its negative aspects to produce beautiful results
for God. Let’s be encouraged to “bloom” right where He
has planted us!

In this spring issue, you’ll find a wide variety of articles,
including: an interview with contemporary Christian
superband Audio Adrenaline, a thought provoking article on
morality, a review of His Radio personality Leslie Nease’s
new book, Wholehearted, a chat with up and coming local
musician Tyler Batts, and much more.

We also want to let you know about a relatively new de-
velopment with Greenville In One Accord. We are now host-
ing monthly luncheons that feature organizations, musicians,
and others that have been or will be featured in the maga-
zine. Please go to our website and/or Facebook page for
more information.

We hope you enjoy this issue and have a wonderful spring!

God bless,

David and Beth Lyda

Cover Story
American Le pr osy Missions

Apologetics Study
Mor ality

Awareness
Ivy’ s Lea gue

Bible Study
God,  Our F ather

Missions
Haiti

Issue
Kno wing The Bib le

Book Review of Leslie Nease’s
Wholehear ted

Music
Tyler Ba tts

National Music
Audio Adr enaline

Pag e 4 .........

Pag e 6 .........

Pag e 8 .........

Pag e 10 .......

Pag e 12 .......

Pag e 15 .......

Pag e 17 .......

Pag e 18 .......

Pag e 19 .......

David and Beth Lyda backstage with Audio Adrenaline
in Gaffney, SC on March 16, 2013.
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Most people would be surprised to find out that lep-
rosy is still a very real and terrible disease in the mod-
ern world. Countries in Asia, Africa, and South America
are some of the hardest hit by the condition, and some-
one is diagnosed every two minutes in the world each
day. Even the United States sees some 150 new cases
of leprosy each year. This skin and nerve disease is
caused by a bacteriaum called Myscobacterium leprae,
and it can be spread by prolonged contact with an in-
fected person. Primarily, this may be spread through
coughing or sneezing, but approximately 95% of people
across the world have a built in immunity to leprosy.

The leprosy of the Bible actually referred to several
different types of skin diseases, and many were incur-
able outside of Divine intervention. Leprosy, also
known as Hansen’s disease, is a curable disease today.
Treatments began as early as the 1900s, but a true cure
did not come until the 1980s. Today, a combination of
three separate antibiotics is used to get rid of leprosy in

usually six
months to a
year. The
treatments
cost around
$348 on
a v e r a g e
and include
m e d i c a -
tion, sur-
geries, and
education through the American Leprosy Missions.

In 1906, Christian missionary Thomas Bailey called
together a group of seven prominent ministers, mis-
sion executives, and businessmen in New York City to
found what is now the oldest and largest Christian lep-
rosy organization in the United States. The American
Leprosy Missions, based in Greenville, SC, continues
to bring medical care, Christian outreach, and much
more to 14 countries. This non-denominational orga-
nization also focuses on bringing those affected by lep-
rosy back into their communities and rebuilding their
lives.

Just like in Biblical times, people affected by lep-
rosy are often outcasts in their communities. There is
fear related to the potential spread of the disease, fear
related to the often gruesome appearance of those af-
fected, and fear that their condition may be caused by
evil spirits or witchcraft. The Jewish people were given
detailed instructions (Leviticus 13 & 14) on how to
deal with those affected by leprosy. To avoid the spread
of the disease, people with leprosy were put outside of
the camp and isolated. The stigma related to leprosy
still finds many people in modern day being unneces-
sarily ostracized.

Leprosy has devastating effects on the body beyond
just the appearance on the skin. Discolored spots on
the arms, legs, or back are often some of the first signs
of the disease. Nerve endings are attacked and cause
numbness to many parts of the body and can even cause

This is Mangal from India. When Mangal found out she had
leprosy, her family and friends rejected her. Her hands became

deformed, but through the work of our partners at Vadala
Mission, she was restored to her community and learned how to

care for her hands, feet, and eyes. She also was trained in
sewing. Now, this woman who was shunned, runs a thriving

tailoring business and school. Mangal is pictured above teach-
ing some young women to sew. This is a perfect example of how

American Leprosy Missions transforms lives!
(Photo by Tom Bradley)

(Photos courtesy of www.leprosy.org)
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paralysis of small muscles. Fingers can become curled
from the paralysis and many appendages also can be-
come shortened and deformed from cartilage being
absorbed into the body. The loss of feeling in the hands
and feet can result in injuries that sometimes develop
into major infections. These infections can cause tis-
sue loss.

The eyes and nose also have the possibility of being
affected. Loss of the blinking reflex can result if the
facial nerve is damaged by leprosy. Dryness, ulcers,
and blindness ultimately follow. The nose can become
internally damaged by the bacteria that can eventually
cause the nose to collapse.

There is also a flesh-eating disease related to lep-
rosy called Buruli ulcer. This terrible disease affects
mostly children and often causes the victims to have
severe deformities and disabilities. Those affected are

similarly os-
tracized by
their com-
m u n i t i e s
while facing
health is-
sues where
flesh and
sometimes
bone is
eaten away
by Buruli
ulcer.

American Leprosy Missions strives to bring dignity
back to the people suffering from leprosy and Buruli
ulcer, while sharing the love of Jesus. This global non-
profit organization brings world-renowned health care
workers to some of the most remote parts of the world.
While presenting the Gospel in word and deed, Ameri-
can Leprosy Missions cures and cares for many of the
estimated four million people affected by leprosy and
related diseases worldwide. The organization also
works closely with the World Health Organization, The
International Federation of Anti-Leprosy Associations,
and other important partners to make life changing
impacts.

There are many ways that churches and the general
public can help the American Leprosy Missions. The

In the Democratic Republic of the Congo - Bill Simmons
(President and CEO), Dr. Jacques Kongawi (Country Represen-

tative, D.R. Congo), and Emily Bailey (Board Member) are
praying with Mvuilawo, a young girl with Buruli ulcer, a disease

related to leprosy. (Photo by Tom Bradley)

first thing is prayer. Pray for the organization and its
staff, pray for the individuals and families affected by
leprosy, and pray for the Lord’s work to be done. Do-
nations are always a necessity to continue the good
work, and there are many ways that churches can sup-
port the ministry through projects, including Vacation
Bible School and Sunday School. There is also an Art-
ist Program that allows musicians to raise awareness
about leprosy and the mission field related to it.

Jesus Christ spent much time healing those affected
by leprosy and even sent out his Disciples to do the
same (Matthew 10:8). American Leprosy Missions con-
tinues this calling to heal both body and spirit. God has
gifted many amazing physicians and scientists with the
ability to heal the terrible disease called leprosy through
modern medicine. We are all called to join the Body of
Christ in healing and caring for the sick. To find out
more about American Leprosy Missions and how you
can help, visit...

www .le pr osy .or g
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By: David Lyda
Is there such thing as good and evil? Right and wrong?

What is morality? The secular world acknowledges right and
wrong, though from a corrupted perspective. Some natural-
ist views say that there cannot be good and evil, yet they
practice them both. Morality is something that no human
being can escape. It doesn’t mean we always do good, but
we are aware. If we were not aware of good, why do we try
so often to hide the bad (affairs, lies, crimes, etc.)?

As Christians, we know there is good and evil and our
conscience confirms it. Unbelievers even have this built in
radar called a conscience. We all choose to take heed or
ignore its warnings. “Right” is basically obeying God, and
“wrong” is disobeying God. Our mind often becomes so
cluttered and dulled by the world that we have to be careful
to not be overtaken by evil. We’re not fighting the opposi-
tion alone, though. The Apostle Paul pointed out that be-
lievers also have a Helper for their conscience, aka the Holy
Ghost (Romans 9:1).

Romans 2:12-16 speaks of the knowledge of good wo-
ven into every society and man. “12 For as many as have
sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as
many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law;
13 (For not the hearers of the law [are] just before God, but
the doers of the law shall be justified. 14 For when the Gen-
tiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things con-
tained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto
themselves: 15 Which shew the work of the law written in
their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and
[their] thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing
one another;) 16 In the day when God shall judge the se-
crets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel.”

The Jewish people had the law, but even the Gentiles
obeyed the law by naturally doing the things written in their
hearts. Not having the law is no excuse for doing evil. Sin
will equal punishment with or without the law. All societies
and cultures share this built in morality, though they are all
corrupted in some way. Even within the most evil govern-
ments, some justice, love, and compassion can still be found.

Arguments are often brought forward stating that we can-
not legalize morality. In America, we heard the cry about
trying to legalize morality with Prohibition in the early 1900s.
We hear the same excuse with the Country’s attempt to re-
define marriage. The thing most people miss is that morality
has been and will continue to be legalized! What are laws

about murder, stealing, adultery, rape, age of consent, in-
cest, drinking age, and intoxicated driving all about? There’s
no way around it. They are legalized forms of morality.

As mentioned, governments (just like humans) are all cor-
rupted in some way. The evils that are legalized are just im-
moral decisions made with “moral arguments.” It is the
world’s ever evolving form of morality that pushes these
issues. Isaiah 5:20 says “Woe unto them that call evil good,
and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for dark-
ness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!”

We face those calling evil good. It can be seen in laws
and personal convictions. The world brags about many evils
and supports things like: abortion, euthanasia, racism, sexual
sins, gay marriage, lying to get ahead, alcohol, etc. What
about people calling good evil? The hatred and continuing
persecution of the Christian faith is a good example.

Many state that they have “rights,” but what are these
rights based on? There is no argument for right and wrong
without God. Where do statements such as “that’s unfair” or
“you owe me” come from? There’s a sense of entitlement.
Somebody must be right and somebody must be wrong.
That’s not based on some measurable laboratory experiment,
either. Science cannot prove morality, but it most definitely
exists.

Christians are called hypocritical by unbelievers when we
sin or fail to live up to the holy standard, but we know that
no man is perfect. We are still imprisoned in this fallen flesh,
but we know there is absolute Truth. The world is truly hypo-
critical with their values… their undefined right and wrong.
Some of the lost may say that they are “good because they
want to be.” What is this undefined good they want to be?
The Bible is called an immoral book. What is this undefined
immorality? Abortion is called a necessary evil. What is this
undefined evil? Homosexuality is said to be ok, but bestial-
ity is wrong. What makes one form of sex right and one
wrong? There is no standard but a double standard. The world
is unable to define good and evil, because it has no basis on
which to define it apart from God. Anyone truly seeking
knowledge has to address these types of questions. The lost
are blinded by the devil.

“In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds
of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gos-
pel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto
them.” 2 Corinthians 4:4

Without God influencing our lives, we are going to fol-

Apologetics Study

Mor ality
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low whatever system that panders to our desires. Everybody
obviously can’t “do what they want,” but that is the standard
that is trying to be set every day. What is right, and what is
wrong? Demonic lies sear or cauterize men’s conscience. 1
Timothy 4:1-2 states “1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly,
that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giv-
ing heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 2 Speak-
ing lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a
hot iron;”

Just like you can lose feeling in a wound when the nerves
are burnt away, people can lose feeling about right and wrong.
1 Timothy 4:1-2 is a warning about false teachers and apos-
tates (professing Christians who change their position and
depart from their beliefs). We should never be approving
things that are wrong and doing so shows the true position of
one’s “faith”. God calls to men, but most ignore Him. They
also ignore their own conscience. Doing so allows man to
corrupt their sense of right and wrong and fulfill their own
lusts.

“28 And even as they did not like to retain God in [their]
knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do
those things which are not convenient; 29 Being filled with
all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness,
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malig-
nity; whisperers, 30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful,

“Greenville In One Accord” is a magazine about the wonderful
people, places, and programs in the Greenville County community.
We are always looking for more information about the community,
including its hidden treasures. If you know of something that may
be of interest to this Christian community, we want to know about
it too!

Perhaps there are people you know (maybe even yourself) with a
special talent. Perhaps there is an organization helping the com-
munity that many people don’t know about.Perhaps you have a
special ministry, such as a band. Perhaps your church has some-
thing unique to offer.

Whatever it is, we want to share it with the community. Submit
your stories, pictures, and/or recommendations to
submit@greenvilleinoneaccord.com.

“Gr eenville In One Accord” r eserves the right to review, select, and edit
the content for each issue. A submission is not a guarantee of publication.

proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to par-
ents, 31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without
natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: 32 Who know-
ing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things
are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have plea-
sure in them that do them.” Romans 1:28-32

God gives those that desire evil over to a reprobate or
debased mind. The Greek word for reprobate basically means
“not passing the test.” The mind of the world has been found
to be worthless. It has failed. The atheistic or naturalistic
view of the world has no reason for right or wrong. Some
non-believers will admit that, and they’ll even go as far as to
say that maybe murder isn’t wrong. How would they feel if
somebody wanted to murder them? Suddenly, there might
be a right and wrong.

We are living in dark and difficult times, but it is nothing
that the forefathers of the Christian faith have not faced be-
fore. Right is considered wrong and evil is considered good.
We have to be able to respond. If moral values exist… and
they do, there must be a reason. The reason is God.

Allow the Holy Spirit and the Living Word to keep your
conscience sharp and remove the clutter. There is right and
wrong. There is good and evil. Morality is part of the abso-
lute Truth.
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Interview by: David Lyda
Ivy’s League is an organization based in South Carolina that

seeks to find a cure and raise awareness about Cystic Fibrosis.
The Thomas family was led to begin Ivy’s League after the dis-
ease hit very close to home. Julie Thomas recently took the time
to share more about Ivy’s League with Greenville In One Accord.

GIOA: Who is Ivy?

Julie Thomas: Jason and I were high school sweethearts and got
married on June 29th, 2002, after graduating from Anderson and
Clemson Universities.  Five years later, on April 20th, 2007 we
were blessed with a son, Ian Michael. On September 28, 2010,
God added a precious daughter, Ivy Caroline, to our family.

After a two week stay in the NICU at Spartanburg Regional
and failure to thrive, Ivy was diagnosed with Cystic Fibrosis on
November 4, 2010.

I have put my career on hold at this time to care for Ian and
Ivy, true gifts from God!  Ian excels at playing piano and base-
ball, and Ivy is your typical two year old.  Both are full of life and
in constant motion!  Ivy is always exploring and curious about
the world around her. She already exhibits the traits of a true
fighter, which will be crucial as she faces life's challenges.

GIOA: What is Ivy’s League trying to accomplish?

Julie Thomas:
Ivy’ s League
purpose is to
raise money to
go towards a
cure for Cystic
Fibrosis.

GIOA:  How
can people
help?

Julie Thomas:
People can
help by donat-
ing and pray-
ing!  Donating
helps keep the
research going
as the govern-

ment does not help with funding research.  Our most recent cam-
paign is www.fivehundredfromfifty.com.  Basically, we are try-

Awareness

Ivy’ s Lea gue

ing to raise $500 from EACH state.  $500 from an entire state
shouldn't be that hard, right?  We are asking everyone we know to
share our link and help us spread the word.  On the "Five Hun-
dred From Fifty" site is a video that introduces Ivy and CF.  There
is also a PayPal link where people can donate securely.  There is
a map of the USA on the site, and as money comes in, we shade in
the states purple accordingly.  People can also visit our team
website, www.ivysleague.net to learn how to help.  Besides do-
nating, prayers are what we need most!  Nothing is more power-
ful than prayer!  We pray daily for a cure to be found.  We also
pray that Ivy will remain as healthy as possible until that cure is
found!

GIOA: What is Cystic Fibrosis?

Julie Thomas: Cystic Fibrosis is a genetic disease which causes
thick mucus to clog the lungs and pancreas. This prevents the
breakdown of nutrition in the digestive system and can lead to
recurring lung infections and often, a lung transplant.  At one
time, patients did not survive past infancy.  With preventative
treatments available today, the average lifespan has increased to
thirty-seven.  This fatal lung disease affects 70,000 people world-
wide, and as of today, there is no cure.

GIOA: How does it affect a person’s daily life?

Julie Thomas: Despite the normal activities of an energetic two
year old, Ivy has quite a regimen that she has to follow in order to
stay healthy.  She has to do several breathing treatments a day,
chest physical therapy sessions, take several medications, as well
as take enzymes before every meal to help her breakdown and

(Photos courtesy of Ivy’s League and Jeslyn Lanier)
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absorb nutrition and vitamins.  She also has to visit her CF spe-
cialist, Dr. Steve Snodgrass, in Greenville every 3 months.

GIOA: What kind of treatment is available for a person with Cystic
Fibrosis?

Julie Thomas: Most often, treatment for Cystic Fibrosis begins
with techniques to trigger strong coughs that help loosen and clear
thick mucus from the airways. Of course, airway clearance is just
one part of the treatment routine. Nutrition and drug therapies are
also important for children and adults with Cystic Fibrosis.

GIOA: What has God taught you through Ivy and this organiza-
tion?

Julie Thomas: Having a child with a terminal illness definitely
puts things into perspective.  God has taught us as a family to live
each day to the fullest!  Terminal illness or not, no one is guaran-
teed tomorrow.

GIOA: What encouragement can
you offer a family facing this dis-
ease?

Julie Thomas: Being told Ivy had
CF was devastating.  Nothing can
prepare you for that kind of news.  I
ran the gamut of emotions after re-
ceiving her diagnosis... sadness,
fear, despair.  The first few months
were exhausting.  We had LONG
appointments with LOTS of infor-
mation thrown at us.  We had to be-
come experts on a disease we knew
very little about.  However, over
time, it does get easier. You get into
a routine.  There
are still days

where I get down about her having to battle such
a terrible disease...but I continue to thank God
for her and for what she means to our family.

I would also advise someone facing the dis-
ease to get connected to others who are facing
the disease as well.  I have met so many WON-
DERFUL people who have been in the fight long
before Ivy even existed.  They are a great re-
source when I have had questions.

GIOA: How would you address the question,
“Why does God allow suffering?”

Julie Thomas: We live in a fallen world.  Sin
entered the world when Adam and Eve disobeyed
God in the Garden of Eden.  As one author ex-
plained: “When we humans told God to shove

off, He partially
honored our re-
quest. Nature be-
gan to revolt. The
earth was cursed.
Genetic break-
down and disease
began. Pain and
death became
part of the human
e x p e r i e n c e . ”
Though suffering
isn’t good, God
can use it to accomplish good.  He does this by fulfilling His
promise in Romans 8:28: “And we know that in all things God
works for the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose.”  Notice that the verse doesn’t say
God causes suffering, just that he promises to cause good to
emerge.  Notice too that the verse doesn’t say when we’ll see the
good emerge.  It may not even be in this life...but He promises
that good WILL  emerge.

GIOA: Is there a particular Bible verse that is close to your heart?

Julie Thomas: A few weeks after receiving Ivy’s diagnosis, our
house nearly burned to the ground on Thanksgiving Day when
our microwave malfunctioned.  We were not home at the time the
fire started and are thankful the fire departments responded as
quickly as they did so that our home was not a complete loss.  As
traumatic as this was, it was a blessing in disguise.  We were able
to get rid of our carpet and install a new air handler...renovations
that would be to Ivy’s benefit!  With the house fire and having
received news that our sweet and beautiful daughter had been
diagnosed with a terminal disease all within the same month, my
husband and I relied heavily on scripture.  Two in particular helped
me get through such a trying time:  John 16:33 - “I have said

these things to you, that in me you may have
peace. In the world you will have tribulation.
But take heart; I have overcome the world.”  I
also love Romans 12:12 - “Be joyful in hope,
patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”

GIOA: What do see for the future of Ivy’s
League?

Julie Thomas: We have talked about forming a
501c3 organization for Ivy’s League but have
not filed the paperwork at this time.  This is some-
thing we would like to pursue in the future.  At
this time, our goal is to continue to fund research.
Ivy’s League will not give up and will fight until
CF = CURE FOUND!

www .i vyslea gue .net
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Bible Study

God,  Our F ather
By: Beth Lyda

For those of us who have been blessed with the privilege of
parenthood, we have been given special insight into the heart of
God for His children. We understand a little better the delight
that He feels as He watches us grow and the pain He endures
when we suffer.

God knew us before we were born, even before we were con-
ceived. Psalm 139: 13-16 says, “13 For thou hast possessed my
reins: thou hast covered me in my mother’s womb. 14 I will
praise thee; for I am fearfully [and] wonderfully made: marvel-
lous [are] thy works; and [that] my soul knoweth right well. 15
My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret,
[and] curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 16 Thine
eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book
all [my members] were written, [which] in continuance were
fashioned, when [as yet there was] none of them.” These verses
describe God’s tender care for a baby developing in its mother’s
womb. Pregnancy is such an amazing miracle. The mother car-
ries the baby as it grows in her womb, but she really doesn’t
control her baby’s growth and development. She can’t cause fin-
gers to grow, the brain and nervous system to develop, or the
heart to beat. God does it all! He displays such love as He care-
fully creates every tiny detail of the unique little person that He
makes. Before our daughter Natalie was born, we had a 3D/4D
ultrasound done. It was so exciting to see what she looked like!
Even though she was still growing and developing, we could see
intricate characteristics of our unborn baby. She had a nose like
mine, a mouth like her daddy’s, and even toes like his.

According to Scripture, God had a purpose for each of us be-
fore we were conceived.  Jeremiah 1:5 says, “5 Before I formed
thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out
of the womb I sanctified thee, [and] I ordained thee a prophet
unto the nations.” He already knew our name and everything
about us. Parents often have a difficult time deciding on a name
for their child. This was the case for us, too. I liked names that
were too “trendy” for my husband David’s taste. We had agreed
on the name Natalie if our baby was a girl, but the middle name
remained elusive. David suggested Beth, but I was afraid that
others would think I was conceited if I named her after myself.
Our twenty week ultrasound changed all of that though. When
the technician told us that our child was a girl, I knew that she
was Natalie Beth. How wonderful it is to know that God already
knew her name and everything about her.

Earthly parents prepare for the birth of their children. We buy
clothes, blankets, diapers, etc., and hopefully, we are ready well
in advance of their arrival. Unfortunately, David and I are both
terrible procrastinators.  We were up washing baby blankets and
packing our bags while I was in labor! Thankfully, God is not a

procrastinator, and He has already prepared for the spiritual re-
birth of each of His children. Romans 5:6-8 tells us “6 For when
we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the
ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet
peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. 8
But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us.” The way has already been made
for our salvation through Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross for
us. We can’t really comprehend the depth of God’s love for us
that would cause Him to send His Son to die for our sins. Giving
up your child is unthinkable, yet that is the value of a soul to our
Heavenly Father.

Mothers go through a great deal of pain and discomfort to
bring their babies into the world. The misery of labor can drag on
for hours. In the spiritual sense, Jesus “labored” in agony in the
Garden, during His trial and torture, and on the cross to deliver
spiritual children into the Kingdom of God. When a child is born,
most new parents are joyful, although exhausted. When I first
heard our daughter wailing at the top of her lungs, I cried tears of
joy. Our Heavenly Father rejoices when a sinner repents and in
essence, He receives a spiritually newborn baby.  Luke 15:7 says,
“7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one
sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just per-
sons, which need no repentance.” When I was in the recovery
area after my c-section, I was watching David holding Natalie.
He looked like he was enchanted with her. I still look at her in
amazement sometimes, especially when she’s asleep. God is the
same way about us, but even more so.

New parents spend a lot of time looking at their children to try
and figure out who they look like. We feel thrilled when someone
else looks at our child and tells us that they look just like us. Over
time, children often grow to resemble their parents even more.
When my younger sister was born, she didn’t look very much like
either of our parents, but as she grew, she came to distinctly re-
semble our dad. This should be the case with every born-again
Christian. As we grow in the Lord, we should resemble Him more
and more. What a joy it is when others know that we are children
of the King without us even saying a word!

It is said that babies know their mother and father’s voices
before they are born. Natalie was crying and very upset while she
was being cleaned up right after delivery. My husband spoke to
her, and she stopped crying long enough to turn her head and look
at her daddy. Spiritually speaking, we know the voice of our Heav-
enly Father. Jesus said in John 10:3-4 “3 To him the porter
openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own
sheep by name, and leadeth them out. 4 And when he putteth
forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow
him: for they know his voice.”
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Parents have a built-in instinct to protect their children. Even
in our sleep, we are alert to their cries. I have often grabbed David
during the night as he rolled over, thinking that he was Natalie
and that she was about to fall out of the bed, even though she was
in her crib! God protects His children, too. Psalm 91:9-13 says
“9 Because thou hast made the LORD, [which is] my refuge,
[even] the most High, thy habitation; 10 There shall no evil be-
fall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. 11
For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all
thy ways. 12 They shall bear thee up in [their] hands, lest thou
dash thy foot against a stone. 13 Thou shalt tread upon the lion
and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample
under feet.”

We care for our chil-
dren. We know that
newborn babies can’t
eat cheeseburgers, but
they have to drink milk.
They gradually
progress to cereal, baby
food, and then cheese-
burgers. God is the
same way with us. As
newborn Christians, we
have to start with spiri-
tual “milk” or very ba-
sic principles. 1 Peter
2:1-3 tells us “1
Wherefore laying aside
all malice, and all
guile, and hypocrisies,
and envies, and all evil
speakings, 2 As new-
born babes, desire the
sincere milk of the
word, that ye may grow thereby: 3 If so be ye have tasted that
the Lord [is] gracious.” As we grow, we can digest the deeper
truths, or the “meat” of the Bible.

Parents provide for the needs of their children. I have worried
that Natalie didn’t have enough toys to play with, but when I
thought about how her toys won’t fit in her two big toy boxes, I
realized that she’s not suffering! The Lord provides for our needs
as well. The Apostle Paul tells us in Philippians 4:19 “19 But my
God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory
by Christ Jesus.”

We nurture and comfort our children. Our Heavenly Father
also nurtures and comforts us. He tells us repeatedly in Scripture
that He loves us. Jeremiah 31:3 says “3 The LORD hath ap-
peared of old unto me, [saying], Yea, I have loved thee with an
everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn
thee.”

We also teach our children. We help them to learn important
skills, like sitting up, walking, talking, etc. Children don’t instantly
learn how to do these things, but we patiently work with them
until they do. When David was a little boy and learning to ride a

bike, his dad was walking along beside him. David reached out to
grab hold of his dad when he began to fall and accidentially started
to pull his pants down! Did his dad give up on his learning to ride
a bike? No, he didn’t and David did learn to ride a bike. God
teaches us too. His Word instructs us how to walk in this world.
Psalm 119:105 says “105 Thy word [is] a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path.” Does our Heavenly Father give up on
us when we stumble? No! He helps us get back on our feet and
keep going.

As a good parent, our Lord has to discipline us when we get
out of line, just as we have to correct our own children. Even
though our daughter is very small, she already has that inborn

desire to get her own
way. If this is left un-
checked, she will soon
become a very unruly
and unhappy child.
Why do we take the
time to discipline our
children? Because we
love them. The same is
true with God. He-
brews 12:5-11 states
“5 And ye have for-
gotten the exhortation
which speaketh unto
you as unto children,
My son, despise not
thou the chastening of
the Lord, nor faint
when thou art re-
buked of him: 6 For
whom the Lord loveth
he chasteneth, and
scourgeth every son

whom he receiveth. 7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with
you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth
not? 8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partak-
ers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 9 Furthermore we have
had fathers of our flesh which corrected [us], and we gave [them]
reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the
Father of spirits, and live? 10 For they verily for a few days
chastened [us] after their own pleasure; but he for [our] profit,
that [we] might be partakers of his holiness. 11 Now no chas-
tening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nev-
ertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteous-
ness unto them which are exercised thereby.”

Like children, we often don’t thoroughly appreciate our Heav-
enly Father’s tender care for us. We take for granted His provi-
sions and protection. We resent His loving correction. We doubt
His wisdom and even minimize the depth of His sacrifice on our
behalf. As we grow from babes in Christ to spiritual maturity,
may we grow in our appreciation of Him and understand that our
Father truly knows best!
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Dr. Tracey Butcher (from Carolina Pediatrics of
Greenville) in Limonade, Haiti with a precious

patient after an exam. Each of the three hundred
patients received a sticker.

Living Hope Mission (www.livinghopemission.org) has
planted nineteen schools and churches in Haiti. These
were students waiting in Limonade to be seen by the

two physicians.

A young boy around four years old (in Jucharo, Haiti)
swallowing his medicine pills as a teacher looks on.

There was no liquid medicine here, and all the children
swallowed without difficulty.

Dr. Louis Mathis (from Powdersville Family Practice)
with a young mother and her sick infant.

Living Hope Mission Ministries, Inc. operates in the impoverished island nation of Haiti. Dr. Tracey Butcher recently
spent time there on a mission trip, sponsored by First Baptist Greenville, where she ministered to the medical needs
of some of the children. Below she shares photos and details from her journey.

www .li vinghopemission.or g
www .f ir stba ptistg reen ville .com

(Photos courtesy of Dr. Tracey Butcher)
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Anne Martin with students (at Jucharo, Haiti) in their school uniforms
crafted by parents in the community. The uniforms give a tremendous
sense of pride to these families. Living Hope Mission provides school

buildings, teachers, supplies, and a lunch program.

We saw many Haitian children in American clothes that had
been donated. Many did not understand the logos or

English, but were grateful that God had provided
clothes through Americans.

A very lush, green landscape in the
northern part of Haiti.

Typical housing in the small village of Phileberte. This was close
to the northern border of Haiti and the Dominican Republic,

where our school desk project benefited the children.

Living Hope Mission provides a clean water well in the yard
between each school and church that the entire village can use.

Wells typically cost $4,000 - $5,000 each, but are a
huge part of God’s ministry there.

A typical city street scene in Cap-Haitien in the northern area of
the country. Crowded with motorcycles, taxis, and tap-tap

vehicles where large numbers of commuters rode
together in small trucks with a top.
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No formal sanitation exists, even in cities, so trash
lined streets are common.

Center of Limonade, a brick paved square with a
Catholic Church. God has a definite presence and

history in Haiti with more work yet to be done there.

With scrap wood left from building student desks, the
team made three teacher’s desks with a hinge and lock.

One truck, in the typical Haitien way, carried twenty five
bench desks two hours to Phileberte with no damage.

Jocelyn, employee for Living Hope Mission, helped build,
drive, and install desks for children in Phileberte.

 The excited students who had been sitting on broken
cinder blocks, wave “Bonjour” and “Merci”.
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Full time missionary Meg Merzilus holding a young church
member next to Dr. Don Shelley (of Jervey Eye Group) with long

time patient Jack, who has what we suspect is Angelmann
Syndrome, as he is 18 years old and very small.

An amazingly familiar church service in Fosse Capors,
where the full time missionaries have attended for

many years to be fed.

Issue

Kno wing The Bib le
By: David Lyda

What does it mean to be in one accord? Basically, it de-
scribes being together, in unison, or of one mind. As Chris-
tians, we are often separated by silly things. Doctrines, opin-
ions, or just “how we were raised” can cause divisions in the
body. Though we may face these issues, we are still bonded by
One. We all share the Spirit of Christ. With the Holy Spirit
leading, we can be brought together in one accord despite our
differences.  Our differences ultimately need to be resolved by
the Word.

Knowing the Holy Bible is an indispensable part of the
Christian life. Going to the inspired and inerrant Word of God
for all our answers is the only way that we can be of one mind.
When the Bible is spoken of as inerrant, it basically means
that when all facts are presented, the Word will always prove
true. Man will never be able to “dig up” all the evidence be-
cause some things are lost in time, but the Bible is continually
proven by archaeological discoveries that often desire to prove
the Bible wrong. The simple fact is that we can by faith know
the Holy Word of God is true and the Spirit confirms it.

If we honestly took account of our own personal studies,
how many of us can say that we have read the Bible once?
Twice? Three times? Sadly, we do not value the Word as we
should. Some of the first settlers that came to America did so
because they were seeking freedom of religion. The freedom
was actually from the oppressive Church of England, and the

big issue was having the Bible printed in English. The Church
had for many years only made the Bible available in Latin, a
language that was not of the common people, and even out-
lawed the printing of the Bible in English. They wanted to tell
the people what the Bible said, but the people wanted to know
for themselves. The early American settlers fought, suffered,
and died to have the Bible available in their own language!

We are spoiled today. The Word is readily available to us,
but we do not readily use it. We have it in our own language,
in several translations, with commentaries, on CDs and mp3s,
and on phone apps. Why should we read the Bible? Well, as
mentioned before, it will encourage us to be in one accord.
The Word reveals God’s character, it shows us how to handle
life, it shows us what God desires of us, and it teaches us to
be more like Christ.

Luke 6:40 says “The disciple is not above his master:
but every one that is perfect shall be as his master.”  Our
master or teacher is none other than Jesus Christ. As the Chris-
tian rock band Audio Adrenaline once said “Never going to
be as big as Jesus.” We will never be above our Master, but
as we are perfected, we will become more and more like Him.
This is the sanctification process in action. We are being set
apart from this world, and we are being taught through the
Word and Spirit.

As we dive deeper into the Word, we understand our
Teacher more and more. There is also a grave warning about
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teachers frequently mentioned in the Bible. These teachers are
not of Christ, but are the false teachers of the world. We need
to know the Word for ourselves, because if we don’t, we may
be fooled by these false teachers.

We see an interesting situation unfold in Acts 17:10-11 “10
And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by
night unto Berea: who coming [thither] went into the syna-
gogue of the Jews. 11 These were more noble than those in
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readi-
ness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those
things were so.” When Paul would go into a new town to
preach, his first stop was the synagogue. He went there to
teach the people what the Scripture had to say.

We put a lot of stock in degrees or education that people
have today. The Apostle Paul had such credentials. He was
highly educated and really knew the Scripture. The people had
no reason to doubt his knowledge, but the people of Berea
didn’t just accept his teaching. Instead, they searched the Scrip-
tures to prove what Paul was saying was true. When is the last
time that we searched Scriptures to make sure that our preacher
was teaching Truth?

We shouldn’t accept everything that we hear or read as gos-
pel. We need to study and know what Scripture teaches. It
should be no surprise that false teachers are so prevalent in
our world. The Bible continually warns us about them, and the
Word says that they will get worse as time goes on! People are
being led away from the Truth by false doctrines.

Paul was shocked how the Galatians were being swayed,
and there is no doubt that he would be upset with many in the
church today. In Galatians 1:6-9, Paul said “6 I marvel that
ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the
grace of Christ unto another gospel: 7 Which is not another;
but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the
gospel of Christ. 8 But though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed. 9 As we said before,
so say I now again, If any [man] preach any other gospel
unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.”

Take note that Paul warned against any gospel that is con-
trary to the Gospel of Christ. There are unfortunately many
churches and off-shoots of Christianity that teach doctrines
that are against the Bible and even approve of sin. No matter a
preacher’s credentials, he does not have authority to change
the Bible, and Paul stated that we aren’t even to believe angels
that teach a contrary gospel. Did you know that the founder of
the Mormon faith supposedly received his revelations from an
angel? They teach that there are many gods, and that an ex-
alted man is the Father of the Holy Trinity and that he has a
mother, a father, and a wife.  They also teach that Jesus was
born from a physical union of the Father and the Virgin Mary.
It looks like Paul would call them accursed!

There are many more that have perverted the Truth. Some

deception is simply to please men, like allowing sin. Inherited
lies can be passed from one to another if a person does not
know the Bible for themselves. Others may change what the
Bible says for power, money, or even for purposeful destruc-
tion. Satan knows the Word, and he will use it against us.

A clear example of this can be found in the temptation of
Christ. Matthew 4:4-7 says “5 Then the devil taketh him up
into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,
6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself
down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge con-
cerning thee: and in [their] hands they shall bear thee up,
lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 7 Jesus
said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the
Lord thy God.”

The devil tried to twist Scripture that was about trusting in
God to make Jesus tempt God. We must take note of our Mas-
ter in this example. How did Jesus answer this assault against
the Word? He answered with Scripture! We have to know the
Bible to fight against the enemy.

We need to be diligent in our studies, and we can take con-
fidence in knowing that we are not alone in it. The Spirit will
enable us to understand the Holy Scripture deeper. 2 Timothy
2:15-17 says “15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth. 16 But shun profane [and] vain babblings:
for they will increase unto more ungodliness. 17 And their
word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and
Philetus.”

Dividing or “cutting straight” the Word is a comparison to
a carpenter. If a carpenter is not careful with his work, he will
make a crooked table. If we’re not careful with the Word, we’ll
make a crooked life. Just like things will fall off of that table
and be ruined, our unlevel lives will bring much ruin. If we
don’t know the Bible, false teachings will spread like a canker,
gangrene, or cancer! It will bring destruction as it eats away at
our life.

As Christians, the Word will bring us comfort and nourish
us, but it can also be cutting and convicting. Hebrews 4:12
describes the Word as “… quick, and powerful, and sharper
than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asun-
der of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and [is]
a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”  The
Bible most definitely convicts unbelievers, but it can also cut
Christians too. If we feel conviction, we need to deal with that
sin right away. We shouldn’t fear what the Holy Bible says,
and we should allow it to have its perfect work in our lives.

We must know the Word to uphold Truth, to know God
better, to be more Christ-like, and to be in one accord. If we
are together with God, we will be together with our brethren.
Christians are bound together in Spirit. Let us allow the Bible
to bind us together in mind.
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Monthl y Lunc heons with
Gr een ville In One Accor d

Please join us and invite your friends and family to this wonderful time
of fellowship and blessings! Each luncheon is another chance to

promote unity among the Christian community in our area.

Food  -  Music  -  Ministr y Pr esenta tions  -  Bib le Studies

Visit www.greenvilleinoneaccord.com/events for details!

Book Review of Leslie Nease’s

Wholehear ted
Li ving the Lif e You Wer e Cr ea ted to Li ve

Book Review by Beth Lyda
Did you know that every person born into this world

has experienced heart failure? That’s right, but I’m not
referring to the physical heart. Every one of us faces spiri-
tual heart failure. What’s the solution? We need a heart
transplant! In her new book, Wholehearted, His Radio
morning show co-host Leslie Nease describes how the
only hope for life is receiving a spiritual heart transplant
from Jesus Christ. By comparing the life of a Christian to
that of a physical heart transplant recipient, Leslie gives
practical wisdom for living and growing in the Lord. The
author uses compelling examples from her own life that
are sometimes painful and sometimes comical. Her writ-
ing is very conversational and straightforward. Whole-
hearted was a quick read for this busy mom and I really
enjoyed it. I would recommend it to anyone hungry for a
deeper relationship with Jesus.

www .leslienease .blo gspot.com
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It’ s a familiar story. A child grows up in a Christian home.
They get a car in high school and begin drifting away. College
pulls them further away from the Lord, until many completely deny
the faith. The path from there can become a bit more complicated.
You will find some people that continue to stay wrapped up in the
self serving secular world. By the grace of God, you will see others
go through a radical transformation. That change is called salva-
tion, and that is the redemption story of Tyler Batts.

Though he had a golf scholarship at North Greenville Univer-
sity, the rebellious young man hated the Christian school and its
rules. Seeking a change at Clemson University, Tyler suddenly was
taken down another path. After a family crisis brought him to his
knees and to the Lord, Tyler Batts was led back to North Greenville
University. He got connected back to a church and no-
ticed people playing guitars in the praise band. Tyler
could play guitar and thought “I can do that.” God
had a purpose for bringing him there, and Tyler’s mu-
sical journey truly began.

When Tyler was growing up in Easley, SC, his
grandfather would often come over and play guitar,
including some Elvis. It was this time of discovery
that planted the musical seed in Tyler’s life. When he
was eight, he got his first guitar. Some piano lessons
soon followed but were abandoned after only a few
months. During high school, Tyler played guitar to try
and impress the girls. Nothing serious came of his play-
ing during that time, but he did dabble in folk and
acoustic music. A high school math teacher even
showed Tyler some James Taylor and Beatles songs.

After Tyler came to the Lord in June 2008, his mu-
sical involvement grew from within the church.
Though he had experience playing the guitar, Tyler had never at-
tempted to sing in public. He describes his singing background as
just “singing in the car to the steering wheel.” God gave him the
opportunity to share his voice, and Tyler eventually began leading
worship with the youth group.

Only a few months after being saved, the Lord started giving
Tyler Batts songs to write. He also began to play piano again after
seeing pianist Jason Walker (who now plays with Audio Adrena-
line) open up for Chris Sligh in Greenville. Tyler describes his
ability to suddenly play the piano as unexplainable other than as a
gift from God. Somebody once told Tyler that when he wrote songs,
to just go in a room all alone, read the Word, and just write what
God gave him. This is a tip that Tyler took to heart and applies to
all his songwriting.

Stylistically, his music ranges from folk- to alternative - to praise
& worship. Many different influences come together to give Tyler’s
music a sound of its own. All of his songs relate to life experiences,
and recently he has found himself being led to write more worship
music. In his church, Tremont Church of God, he finds himself
singing many standard praise & worship songs but is also excited

about sharing his original music.
Other opportunities have continued to open for Tyler to share

his talents. He often finds himself playing at events held by other
churches, at small venues, and even at weddings. Tyler was also
recently selected as one of the eight finalists in the LifeLight Chris-
tian Festival contest, an honor that gives him the opportunity to
compete in Sherman, Texas for a chance at touring the 2014
LifeLight concert series that hits places like South Dakota, Texas,
Missouri, Florida, and North Carolina.

Tyler has released several of his songs over the past few years
and will be releasing a new single sometime in 2013. It will be
professionally produced by Conrad Johnson (from the group Chris
and Conrad) that discovered Tyler’s music online. Inertia Sound

Studio in Florida has studio musicians that will possibly be in-
volved in the recording including the drummer for Carrie
Underwood and the guitarist/bassist from MuteMath. The single
will be promoted to Christian radio stations around the country in
hopes of taking Tyler Batt’s music to the next level. A small collec-
tion of songs will also be released around a year later. For now, self
produced songs and several videos are available on his website.

God has given us all gifts in various forms. Some of us may be
teachers, some preachers, some even musicians, but it is all for the
glory of God. Unless the Lord leads him elsewhere, Tyler Batts
feels his calling is music, and he hopes to do it full time some day.
Like Matt Redman and Kristian Stanfill lead worship at their home
church but continue to play their music abroad, Tyler desires to
stay connected to a church while sharing his music. Great things
are sure to come! To find out more about Tyler Batt’s passion and
direction, visit www.tylerbattsmusic.com, and check out
www.greenvilleinoneaccord.com/tylerbatts for two free songs.

www .tylerba ttsm usic .com

Music

Tyler Ba tts
(Photo courtesy of Ben Wade. www.facebook.com/BDWphotography)
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National Music

Audio Adr enaline

Interview by: David Lyda
National Christian recording artist Audio Adrenaline is back

with a new singer, a new album, and a very particular mission from
God. After calling it quits in 2007 due to singer Mark Stuart’s vo-
cal problems, the band found itself reunited with a revised lineup
in 2012. The band now consists of former members of several suc-
cessful Christian bands, including dc Talk, Superchick, and Bleach.
The sole remaining member of the original Audio Adrenaline lineup
is bassist Will McGinniss. Original lead singer Mark Stuart is still
working close with the band regarding their direction and even
contributes to their songwriting. With former dc Talk singer Kevin
Max now taking Mark’s position, Audio Adrenaline is ready to
tread new and familiar ground in the Christian rock world. One
mission in the reunited band is to spread the word about a Haiti
Children's Village called the Hands & Feet Project. In January of
2013, ahead of their new tour, bassist Will McGinniss and singer
Kevin Max took the opportunity to speak to Greenville In One Ac-
cord.

Will:  Thanks for having us call in today.

GIOA: Thank you guys for taking the time out of your schedule. I
know you all are definitely busy right now. So, tell me, what’s God
doing through Audio Adrenaline these days?

Will:  Aw, man! He’s doing a ton. It’s crazy. You know we came off
the road because Mark, our old lead singer, lost his voice, but God
was calling us into some different things, and He was. Mark and I
plugged in to a ministry called Hands and Feet Project. I’m on the
board, and he’s the executive director of that. So, we were going
down there a bunch and just maintaining that work. Trying to find
ways, creative ways, to keep it afloat and keep the good work go-
ing. We have a hundred kids that we are fully in charge of down
there at two sites, and so God has given us a lot to do down there,
and we were working it. It’s kind of a ma and pa type shop. Our
families are really involved with the work as well. We go down

there with our kids and stuff. That’s really where getting Audio A
back together again came from. We were doing full time ministry
with the Hands & Feet Project when God gave us the opportunity
to expand its reach and to allow Hands and Feet to get a greater
awareness out there through Audio Adrenaline... which is where
we started Hands & Feet to begin with, with our wonderful fans
that supported us back in the day. So, we just picked right up kind
of where we left off…He is orchestrating some really crazy things,
you know. He’s brought the band back together. He’s brought Kevin
Max to the table from dc Talk, which is… you know, not anyone
could have wrote that in the story. (Laughs) Dave Ghazarian on
guitar, Jason Walker on keys, and Jared Byers on drums. So it’s
just a great core… a group of guys that are like minded in spirit
and heart and love Jesus and love the fact that Hands and Feet is
attached to this thing at a deep level, and those kids will be benefit-
ing directly from our success, and from records we sell. So, that’s
kind of an overview, but He’s also doing a lot more than that. You
know, there’s a lot of redemptive stories that play with... within
each of us and our families and everything. So, it’s just cool to be
watching what He’s doing.

GIOA: … and I have to say, joy definitely comes from listening to
you guys’ music.

Will:  Aww, awesome.

GIOA: You mentioned that sales from the album are going to help
Hands & Feet. What else is Audio Adrenaline doing to bring aware-
ness and promote the Hands & Feet Project?

Will:  I think we’ll have times when we’ll talk about it from stage,
and I think they’ll probably be a booth out there representing Hands
& Feet. The record, you know, we’ll have some things in it, the
album art and all that will be about the Hands & Feet Project.
Mark will come out to certain shows and speak on behalf of Hands
& Feet. You know, it kinds of makes sense, and if we did a whole

(Photos courtesy of David Lyda)
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tour where Hands and Feet is the main sponsor, and he shows videos
every night and talks about it that way. Like, Compassion or World
Vision will do things like that. For the most part it’s just, it’s part of
our story, you know. So people, by the sheer fact that we’re attached
to it at such a deep level, will hear about it on a regular basis. When
we do like these radio interviews or magazine interviews or when
we’re live on the air, it just sort of comes up. ‘Cause it’s such a big
part of Mark and I’s history. Things like that are probably the main
way. The label is really involved in various philanthropy works. They
give back lots of money to non-profits. So, that’s another way Hands
and Feet is going to benefit. It’s just kind of cool. The pieces of the

puzzle seem to really be connected to the Hands and Feet. Really,
people want to see it grow and prosper from this. So, that’s really
kind of what I’m feeling from it.

Kevin: Yeah, I mean, I think it’s all about awareness. You know
from a live standpoint it’s all about Audio Adrenaline having the
opportunity to tell people at large what Hands & Feet is all about.
Because there’s probably still a big group of people out there that
have never really heard about Hands & Feet, and when we come
through town they’ll be able to understand what it’s about. So, I
mean it’s a huge opportunity for a rock band to be able to talk about
something that is actually changing lives. So, it’s pretty exciting.

GIOA: Now, I’ve often heard the question posed… “Why are we
helping orphans and abandoned children in other countries when
we have many right here in America?” Kevin, with your background
of being an orphan, how would you address this possibly well mean-
ing but misdirected question?

Kevin: I think that it’s easier to look at cases in other places. Um…
that was a rhyme. Because, you know we get a little bit jaded living
here in the lap of luxury, and I think when we start to see people that
are going through situations like that in countries that are so much
more needy than ours, I think our attention is drawn there. Yeah, in
America there’s so many stories of people in need, and I believe that
we should reach out in any way possible. I think it’s a great topic.
How can we help our own country, and how can we help the orphan
children of our own country, and how can we get involved? Obvi-
ously America has a lot more opportunities, and in my case I was
adopted as a young infant. So, you know, I owe everything I have

today to the people that adopted me. I look back on that all the time,
and I’m just like “wow”, what a fortunate scenario I’ve been able to
go through with these people. And, you know, when I see the work
that Hands & Feet are doing, in Haiti specifically, it’s that story but
on a much more impacting level because of the situation they are in
over there. I mean, it’s one of the poorest countries in the world. So
it’ s amazing to see that huge contrast. I agree that the problem is
the same over here in some ways.

GIOA: OK. The first single from your album came out in October.
Is “Kings and Queens” really a good representation of the whole
album’s sound, and what can fans expect from the rest of the new
album?

Kevin: No! No! No! (Laughter from Will) This album, this album is
going to rock, man!

GIOA: Alright!

Kevin: We’re not going to like… put out a bunch of music with
synthesizers and happy strings. (Will laughing) It’s gonna… melt
some faces!

GIOA: I’m glad to hear that!

Kevin: It’s a really great album full of a lot of different styles, and,
it covers a lot of ground stylistically. It covers a lot of ground lyri-
cally. It’s a pretty broad album. I mean, it’s definitely an Audio
Adrenaline album when it comes to subject material, and the fact
that it’s rock. The fact that the band is playing, and it’s not overly
produced. It sounds like an Audio Adrenaline album. You know, as
a former member of dc Talk, I see some dc Talk influence in this
album too. What I’m excited about is Audio A can carry on the
legacy of making great music, and I think that’s really what it boils
down to for us was creating songs that were going to be long lasting
and we can play live that you know would excite people.

GIOA: I know that the single “Kings and Queens” was written with
a former backup dancer for dc talk, and Jason Walker and Mark
Stuart also mentioned that they were working on songs. How were
you two involved in the writing process?

Kevin: I think that we started rather early with just immediate ideas
that I had had and Mark had had. Mark and Jason had a couple
songs written, and then Mark and I wrote a couple songs together,
and then the ball started to roll here. I mean it just kind of happens,
you know, I would say the majority of the album is written with co-
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writes with different people. I’ve written probably five or six songs.
Mark has written four or five songs, and there are other people that
have written, but it really focused on bringing Mark in, the song
rocker, and really conjoining what he does and what I do, and so
that it had the authentic Audio Adrenaline vibe, because that was
the process.

GIOA: How were you involved, Will? Music wise, more so, or
with the lyrics?

Will:  You know I never was the big principle writer in the old
Audio A or this. You know, I’m kind of there as more of an execu-
tive kind of producer type personality there in the mix. Just giving
my two cents, but really it’s Mark and Kevin and some others who
were writing a lot of the music. So, um…

Kevin: Will is our band leader, man. (Will laughs) You’re the band
leader. I mean, let’s just face it. Will will be too humble, so I’ve got

to speak up. (Will laughs) Will is obviously the rock star of Audio
Adrenaline.

Will:  Um, oh my.

Kevin: He’s basically one of those characters… but he’s also a band
leader. He does so many things that people don’t realize, and I’ve
actually been blown away by how busy and how much of a worker
Will McGinniss is, because like back when we toured together, I
just thought of him as a bass player that had a cool vibe. Now that
I’ve actually seen him at work, the guy is like a total work horse.
(Will laughs) So, it’s amazing to see…

Will: Well, thank you.

GIOA: Why is the bass player always so quiet?

Will:  Ah, yeah… it’s weird, you know, but once you get on stage
you get a little more flamboyant I guess, I don’t know. Yeah, but
you know every band has the personalities and people who plug in
at different levels, different gifts, and whatever. We all play our
roles.

GIOA: Well, Kevin, what has been the most difficult thing about
filling Mark’ s shoes?

Kevin: Well, he’s quite a bit taller than I am. (Laughter) Beyond
that, just the obvious thing of he’s such a huge personality, he was
such a great leader, he’s a really great speaker from stage as well.
I’m used to being a lead guy on stage, but it’s been awhile since
I’ve actually been a lead singer of a full band. That would go back
to my original Liberty University days before I even met Toby and
Mike. I was in a band, and I was the lead singer, and I was kind of
like the lead guy. Being a solo artist for about ten years, it’s kind of
conditioned me to being on stage and having to work the stage.
You know, really communicate with people on many different sizes
and scales. But, honestly, I’ll never be able to be exactly what Mark
Stuart is. I think people will understand that as times goes on, that
I’m a different lead singer than Mark Stuart, but I want to really
carry his passion and his overall outlook on what Audio Adrena-
line is into the future. (I’m) very specifically interested in what he
thinks and feels on certain things and constantly ask him what he
would do. I know Will is really connected to Mark because of all
the years they traveled together and being friends. I think it’s great
to have Will’ s perspective on what Mark would think would hap-
pen and that kind of helps quite a bit.

GIOA: With performing the older songs live, have you had to change
any of the tunings or arrangements to fit your voice?

Kevin: What do you think, Will?

Will:  Not really. I mean, Kevin’s got a great rock and roll voice. He
actually can pull off about anything. So, it’s awesome. We can do
the big ballads and do the rock stuff, too, but I mean really it feels
like every song has been in a key that works well and goes across
pretty much the same. I think it’s fun trying to figure out what
songs to actually do. You know, Kevin gravitates to the old rock-
ers, “I’m Not The King”, “Some Kind of Zombie”, and you know,
some of those. Which is funny. I don’t know if I would have really
thought he would (have) picked those, but that’s great, too, be-
cause you know we get to give a fan out there some of that old stuff.
When we come to an Audio show in the future, they’ll see a good
mix of old and the new records. I think they’ll be real happy with
that.

GIOA: Well, that excites me to hear that you’re doing “I’m Not
The King.”

Will:  (Laughs) We still need to work it out, but yeah, I think we’re
going to get to it for our tour in March for sure.

Kevin: It’s so cool because... I mean, if dc Talk were the Beatles of
Christian music, Audio Adrenaline were definitely the Rolling
Stones. You know… I mean, you have so many songs to choose
from. Obviously, we’re going out there with a brand new album,
and we have to showcase that, and we have to push forward into
the future, and show people that we’re going into a different place.
I think that there’s so many great great songs to pick from from the
past, too. It’s fun to figure out what the fans want to hear, but then
we also have to play what sparks us, and what makes us happy. It’s
kind of got to be a balance.

GIOA: Do you think you’re going to mix the setlist up a lot or just
stick to one particular set for the most part?
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Kevin: I think I’ll have Will answer that. I think if Will and I had
our way, I think we would do like a miniature 80s covers set every
night. (Laughter)

Will:  Yeah, I don’t know… I
think just with the way, the
nature of the business, there
are very few bands even in the
real world out there that don’t
stick to a set just for the sake
of their crew and everyone
else and the band’s kind of
well being, as well. Typically,
I think we would probably
have a set that is the core set
and maybe a couple of…
maybe three or four by stan-

dards that could get thrown in if something’s not working, or if
(we) weren’t just really weren’t feeling it, or depending on the
situation, if we need to play longer or shorter or whatever. That’s
kind of the nature of where we live and breathe.

GIOA: Can the fans expect to hear any of the fun cover songs that
Audio Adrenaline used to do live?

Will:  Definitely, definitely. With Kevin in the mix, too, he’s throw-
ing in some fun ones. I know right now we’re playing U2’s “I Will
Follow” already as a cover. Yeah, there’s not too much that we’re
not willing to try or do just to make the live show really epic.

GIOA: Is there a possibility of some dc Talk songs being thrown
into the mix?

Kevin: I don’t know. I mean, I think that’s up to the guys. I mean,
I’m not really pushing that because, this is… Audio Adrenaline
have so many great songs that I mean, I really feel like pulling dc
Talk songs out of the hat is… it becomes almost a little too much,
but… and the style of this band is very rock and roll. I mean dc
Talk songs were very heavily produced. We had close to ten people
on stage to pull some of those songs off. Audio A in my opinion is
a great rock band, and so… but I mean yeah, we can talk about it,
but I think that obviously the main goal here is to make the Adrena-
line fans happy and push the message of the Hands & Feet Project.
So, if something happens where we could cross pollinate some of
our bands together, then maybe we’ll do it, you know.

GIOA: Maybe you could do a little medley.

Kevin: Possibly. (Will laughs)

GIOA: What’s the future for Audio Adrenaline? Is this a one al-
bum deal, or is this going to go on?

Will:  No, I think we’re looking at this like it’s something God’s
really involved in, bigger than us, He’s orchestrating it. You know,
we’ve giving it our full attention. We’ve carved out our lives for it.
Kevin’s moved to town. We’re all presenting it to our families like
this could be a five to ten year run if not longer - if God would have
it be that way, and we’re excited to see what He does. You know, of
course, we could do one record, and He could shut it down after
that. If that’s His will, then fine. I think we all see it as being much
bigger than that, and definitely want to dig in for a lot longer haul
than that.

GIOA: Well, I’m definitely looking forward to the new album and
seeing you guys in Gaffney when you come to South Carolina in
March. (Editor's Note: Audio Adrenaline performed 03/16/13 in
Gaffney, SC. Go to www.facebook.com/greenvilleinoneaccord to
view more photos from the event.)

Will:  That’s right!

GIOA: … and let Jared know that you just did an interview for a
South Carolina magazine. I know that’s his home state.

Will:  Yeah, will do.

Kevin: I know he’ll probably want to post some South Carolina
colors on his Facebook the day we’re in town… he’s still a huge
South Carolina fan.

GIOA: Thank you guys for the time today.

Will:  David, thank you brother, you’re awesome.

Kevin: Thank you, man!

GIOA: Like I said, I look forward to it all. God bless you all.

Kevin: God bless you too, bro.

Will:  Thank you, and we’ll see you soon!

www .audioa.com
www .handsandf eetpr oject.or g
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