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... Come [and] dine... (John 21:12)2

John 3:16 - For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.

-Realiz e  that you are a sinner and need to be saved. (Romans 3:23)

-Belie ve  that Jesus, the Son of God - born of a virgin, died for your sins and rose again. (Romans 10:9)

-Repent  of your sins. (Acts 3:19)

-Ask  the Lord to save you from your sins. (Romans 10:13)

-Follo w  God and give Him control of your life. (Matthew 16:24)

2 Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new.

If you have made that choice to accept Jesus Christ as your personal Savior,
we encourage you to seek wise godly counsel from someone such as a pastor or teacher to

further your growth and understanding of your new life.

Life and Death

Ho w To Be Sa ved
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3Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (Ephesians 4:3)

Greetings!

God is so good! No matter what trials come our way or what
obstacles we face, God is there with His rod and staff to comfort
us. The Lord has mighty plans for the Christian community in
Greenville County, and we look forward to being involved.

This issue has been a labor of love, and we appreciate all the
prayers and support that has brought it to fruition. There are so
many pressures from the world that seek to silence the voice of
God. We encourage you all to stand with boldness in this day and
hour.

You will find many current issues that we face as a country and
world found within this magazine. Giants roam the land which we
live in. Local author, Rick Hubbell, explores the David and Goliaths
of modern times in his new book. Focus on the Family’s Plugged-
In program works to reveal the evils and good within entertain-
ment.

Despite naysayers that speak the contrary, our country’s Chris-
tian heritage is in view within WallBuilders. Hope is always found
within Christ, and there are many who sing his praises, like musi-
cian Jesse Biondi. Other things going on within our Christian com-
munity include Greenville Connect and the music venue The Chan-
nel.

We hope you take the contents of this issue as an encourage-
ment and call to arms to be all that God intends for you to be. As
always, please continue to pray for our community, this ministry,
and the Christian body as a whole.

In Christ,

David & Beth
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(continued on page 6)

What The Bible Says

Homose xuality
Homosexuality is a hot topic in our nation and world. We hear the constant push for gay marriage. Homosexual leaders are being

accepted in more and more churches. We find homosexuals in our own families, our circle of friends, and among our coworkers. The
homosexual agenda is being pushed by our entertainment, by the places we shop, and even by a certain popular sandwich cookie!

Where do Christians stand in regards to this attack on God’s moral standard? Many oppose it and are hatefully attacked by the media.
Some Christians are accepting homosexuality. They say that God is love and recognizes all “love.” You will even find men and women that
say that the Bible doesn’t forbid it! Finally, most Christians fall into the passive category and just ignore it while letting anything happen.

Our own opinions, feelings, or lack of caring cannot dictate the Christian stance. We have to seek God’s will in everything, and that will
be in opposition to the world. What does the Bible say about homosexuality?

“22 Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it [is] abomination. 23 Neither shalt thou lie with any beast to defile
thyself therewith: neither shall any woman stand before a beast to lie down thereto: it [is] confusion. 24 Defile not ye yourselves in
any of these things: for in all these the nations are defiled which I cast out before you: 25 And the land is defiled: therefore I do visit
the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants… 29 For whosoever shall commit any of these abomina-
tions, even the souls that commit [them] shall be cut off from among their people. 30 Therefore shall ye keep mine ordinance, that
[ye] commit not [any one] of these abominable customs, which were committed before you, and that ye defile not yourselves therein:
I [am] the LORD your God.” (Leviticus 18:22-25, 29-30)

Some people may try to say that the Bible does not condemn
homosexuality, but they are clearly mistaken. Leviticus 18:22 states
“Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind:” It makes
no difference between a relationship that is committed or just a
fling. The very act of homosexuality is condemned and even called
an abomination, which is essentially an extreme act of disgust both
morally and spiritually. Take note that the verse that follows con-
demns bestiality. You would be hard pressed to find even unbe-
lievers that would approve of sex with animals. Both acts were
equally disgusting to God, and they were the very acts being per-
formed in the pagan nations around the Hebrew people.

We are told not to defile ourselves in these things or we would
be cast out and destroyed. This is ultimately our soul being cut off
from the presence of God. Verse 30 describes what these acts had
become in the pagan nations, “abominable customs”. They were
traditions or something that was widely accepted. Is that where
America has gone? If it was not for the patience of our loving God
and the good Christian people in our country, ultimate destruction
would have already fallen upon us. Sodom and Gomorrah are great
examples of cities that fell too far. They were destroyed for their
wickedness, and homosexuality was most definitely part of that
evil.

Genesis 19 describes two cities that had become so wicked that
almost no righteous men could be found in them. Homosexuality
and sexual sin were so rampant in Sodom and Gomorrah that even
the men of God had been affected. What was Lot’s reaction when
the men of the city wanted to have sex with the angels that were
lodged in his house? He offered his virgin daughters in their place!
Though his intentions were to spare the angels, Lot’s thinking had
been corrupted by what was around him. He was allowing one
sexual sin to be replaced by another sexual sin. The minds of Lot’s
daughter had not been spared from the corruption either. After flee-

ing their city that was being destroyed, Lot’s daughters got their
father drunk and both had sex with him to bear children. Is this
where our country is going? Morality seems to be a thing of the
past. We are told that homosexuality is normal, and Christians are
accepting it. The carnally minded people of this world want “equal
rights” to allow homosexuals to marry. When will we allow “equal
rights” for men to have multiple wives? When will we allow “equal
rights” for men to marry their dogs? It’s a scary thought, but how
did we get to this point?

Our standards have been gradually lowered. Fornication is con-
tinually condemned in God’s Word (Matthew 15:18-20, Romans
1:28-32, 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, Galatians 5:19-21, 1
Thessalonians 4:1-7), and it is any sex outside of God’s inten-
tions. Paul says that people who practice such things will not in-
herit the kingdom of God. Those who are not going to heaven are
going to hell. The Bible is clear about this. What does the church
think about fornication now?

Sex outside of marriage is often ignored or even approved of.
This is fornication, and it is a sin. Cohabitation, children out of
wedlock, and sex with your boyfriend or girlfriend are not pleasing
to God. We ignore God for our flesh. Our standards have been
lowered.

Marriage itself is a mockery. How can we cry out about the
bond of marriage being corrupted with gay marriage? Divorce and
adultery is prevalent in today’s churches, and no one thinks any-
thing of marriage and remarriage. Sexual sins are brought into
marriages and often take couples out of marriage. Our standards
have been lowered.

Filthy language and increasingly sexually suggestive speech are
not uncommon among Christian circles. We have no filter on our
entertainment, and many cherish the movies, TV shows, and mu-
sic that often graphically show and describe sex. Our standards
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(continued on page 10)

“Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to po-
litical prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable
supports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of pa-
triotism, who should labor to subvert these great pillars
of human happiness, these firmest props of the duties of
men and citizens. The mere politician, equally with the
pious man, ought to respect and to cherish them… Let it
simply be asked: Where is the security for property, for
reputation, for life, if the sense of religious obligation
desert the oaths which are the instruments of investiga-
tion in courts of justice? And let us with caution indulge
the supposition that morality can be maintained without
religion. Whatever may be conceded to the influence of
refined education on minds of peculiar structure, reason
and experience both forbid us to expect that national
morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle.”
– George Washington’s Farewell Addr ess 1796.

Our founding fathers would be shocked that God has
been so far removed from our Government. Our “separa-
tion of church and state” society would not agree though.
Interestingly enough, you won’t even find the statement
“separation of church and state” in our Constitution.

Are we really a Christian Nation? There are plenty of
books available that state the contrary. Take a look at the
book The Godless Constitution by Cornell University
professors Isaac Kramnick and R. Laurence Moore. This
book that is often quoted by courts and legal briefs is com-
pletely void of footnotes. In the place of any references or
footnotes you will find, “Because we have intended the
book to reach a general audience, and because the mate-
rial we have cited is for the most part familiar to histori-
ans and political scientists, we have dispensed with the
usual scholarly apparatus of footnotes.”

Where did they get their information? Should we take
their word because of their credentials? Take a look at
Acts 17:10-11. “10 And the brethren immediately sent
away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming
[thither] went into the synagogue of the Jews. 11 These
were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readiness of mind, and
searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were
so.”

Here the Bereans were searching the scriptures daily

to confirm what Paul told them was true. The Apostle
Paul was a highly educated Jew from the important cul-
tural city of Tarsus, a Pharisee trained by one of the most
celebrated Rabbis of his day (Gamaliel), and he was per-
fect as a teacher with his extensive training in Old Testa-
ment law and rabbinic traditions (Acts 22:3). Even with
his credentials, there is no doubt that Paul was thrilled
with the Bereans’ desire to look at the source.

They wanted to confirm that Paul was not a false
teacher, and Paul continually warned against such. Take a
look at Romans 16:17-18, 2 Timothy 4:3-4, 1 Timothy
4:1-2 for just a few examples from Paul. Jesus, Peter, and

David Barton, founder of WallBuilders.
(Photo courtesy of WallBuilders)
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Homosexuality... (continued from page 4)

have been lowered.
There is no thought to the way we dress. Women wear reveal-

ing outfits even to church. Do you think God would approve of
low cut shirts and short skirts? Men wear pants so tight that it is
surprising that blood can still flow to their legs. You can find plenty
of people with their pants so low that their underwear is clearly on
display too. Our pants have been lowered, and our standards have
been lowered too.

It is no surprise that lust is such a major problem in churches.
Fornication is not being addressed in church, and our media is
continually promoting it. Sex is all around, virginity is shameful,
pornography is readily available, and our standards have continu-
ally been lowered! What is this world coming to? Just like Lot,
even righteous men are being influenced. Suddenly homosexuality
is approved. There are churches approving it, and people all around
are increasingly telling us that it is ok. Will God allow this?

“18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth
in unrighteousness; 19 Because that which may be known of
God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed [it] unto them.
20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made,
[even] his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without
excuse: 21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified
[him] not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in
their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22
Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 23 And
changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made
like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts,
and creeping things. 24 Wherefore God also gave them up to
uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour
their own bodies between themselves: 25 Who changed the truth
of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more
than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 26 For this
cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their
women did change the natural use into that which is against
nature: 27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use
of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men
with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in them-
selves that recompence of their error which was meet. 28 And
even as they did not like to retain God in [their] knowledge,
God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things
which are not convenient; 29 Being filled with all
unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, mali-
ciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity;
whisperers, 30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud,
boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31
Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural af-
fection, implacable, unmerciful: 32 Who knowing the judgment
of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death,
not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.”
(Romans 1:18-32)

(continued on page 8)

The Apostle Paul was not one to tiptoe around issues. When
writing to the church in Rome, Paul instructed them in doctrine
that applied to the things going on in the fallen world. This letter
made clear that God would not and could not tolerate
unrighteousness. Will God approve of the people that try to cor-
rupt the truth and approve of sins? Verse 18 says that God’s wrath
will be revealed to them. God has made Himself obvious and clear
through His Word and through nature, but people did not respect
God and showed themselves to be fools. The world is “so smart,”
but they are really fools in rationalizing their sin.

God does not force anyone to obey Him, and He has allowed
these sinners to choose their path. “Wherefore God also gave them
up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to
dishonour their own bodies between themselves:” These sexual
sins are dishonoring a person’s own body. It becomes even more
serious when you look at Christians that dishonor their bodies.
Our body is the temple of God, and we are disgracing His temple
with sexual sins! (1 Corinthians 6:18-20)

Approving sexual sins has in essence “changed the truth of
God into a lie.” The world and churches are saying that it is ok to
fulfill the lusts of your own body and worship and serve “the crea-
ture more than the Creator.”

You will have plenty of people try to argue that the times have
changed. That is such a blatant lie! For one, God never changes.
Second, sexual sins have been a problem throughout the ages. Third,
you may hear someone say that homosexuality is only condemned
in the Old Testament. Not so! In Romans 1, Paul is discussing
how terrible sexual sin is, and his point is driven home by the fact
that “even their women did change the natural use into that
which is against nature.” Homosexuality is yet again condemned
in these verses, and the desires are stated as against nature. It’s
interesting that he points out women first as well. Women are usu-
ally the last to be affected by the moral decay of society, but they
were playing a part in it as well.

What about the men? “And likewise also the men, leaving the
natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward an-
other; men with men working that which is unseemly, and re-
ceiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was
meet.” There is no doubt that homosexuality is being pointed out
in particular, and it is not something new to our time. What recom-
pense do they receive for their error? How about diseases to start
with, mental problems related to what they are doing, and ulti-
mately separation from fellowship with God.

In the closing of that chapter, Paul lists a variety of sins that are
affecting mankind. Homosexuality was already pointed out in the
previous verses, and fornication soon follows. Again, this is any
sex outside of God’s intentions for marriage. This sin is so bad,
that it is listed alongside murders. Not only that, but so many sins
of the mouth are listed. Will God tolerate these sins? Well, verse
22 says “they which commit such things are worthy of death.”
Living in fornication is a sin and worthy of death, but that’s not
where it stops. The scriptures say “…not only do the same, but
have pleasure in them that do them.” Perhaps you are keeping
your own life clean of sexual sin, but are you approving of it? Do
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Book Review

GIANTS in the mar ketplace ,
DAVIDS IN THE PEW

Book Review
by: David Lyda

There is no doubt
that we underestimate
God. He is the Creator
of all, the Sustainer of
life, and the Guide
through our journey.
Anything is possible
with God.

What most people
don’t realize is that we
also underestimate
ourselves. We are not
randomly created
forms of life with no
purpose. That awe-
some God that we
serve created us in His

image! We have purpose, abilities, and a destiny.
Author  Rick Hubbell explores our purpose as God’s chil-

dren and the impact that we can make in his first book, GIANTS
in the marketplace, DAVIDS IN THE PEW. Ordinary men and
women have made world resounding changes to the things around
us by simply following God. It’s not just by “listening” to God
but by “following” Him.

There are many Giants roaming the land, and we often wait
for God to miraculously remove them or a “David” to come
along and slay them. As Rick Hubbell points out, we can be that
“David.” Not only can we be a Giant slayer, but God wants us
to pick up that sling shot to deliver the fatal blow!

The subtitle explains it all. How ANY Christian Can Change
the World. It’s not how “some” Christians can change the world.
It’s not even how we “might” change the world. It’s how “ANY”
Christian “CAN” change the world. The question is posed. “Are
you fulfilling your Destiny?”

You will find that Giants are all around and
that the tools to defeat them are right before
us. The book clarifies who the Giants are and
how they seem to be standing in such unexpected
places. As Christians, we have the ability to remove these
foes from our path, but it is important to know which fights
belong to us. God has made us each for a particular reason. We
have abilities that no other person has. We have Destinies that do
not belong to any other person.

Often, we try to reach this Destiny by doing things for God.
The mistake is that we should be doing things “with” God rather
than simply “for” Him. Another error can be that we think that
mighty spiritual battles and purposes all belong to those serving
in church. The battle is here in the world. As Christians step fur-
ther and further away from business, entertainment, and govern-
ment; Giants begin to setup mighty fortitudes. The author makes
it known that the Giants do not belong in these places. We do!

 The odds seem against us. We have great dreams and desires
for the future of our world and country, but what can we do? Do
we pray that God will simply strike these Giants down? The En-
emy does not want you to act. Dreams and desires are great, but
where is the substance? Where are those smooth stones that will
win the battle and slay the Giants?

GIANTS in the marketplace… makes great use of the story of
David and Goliath. Through wonderfully constructed analogies,
the book focuses not only on what Giants we face and on our
potential to be Giant slayers, but it looks at the tools to accom-
plish God’s will. What weapon did David use to kill Goliath?
Was it a sword, a bow and arrow, or a gun?! No, it was a simple
slingshot. Rick Hubbell outlines our own “slingshot principles”
that are needed to prepare for the fight. They include prayer, cour-

age, skill, and unconventional tactics.
Establishing and preparing the weapon
is great, but we need ammunition to
score a win.

These are the smooth stones of sub-
stance and action. Once loaded in our
slingshot, the author explains how the
mighty Giants will fall. It’s not always
an easy road and ultimate victory is
in God’s sovereign plan. Are you in
God’s plan? Are you willing to be
God’s hands and feet? Are you will-
ing to partner with God and make an
impact upon this world? Are you
ready to be a Giant Slayer?

Get a copy of GIANTS in the
marketplace, DAVIDS IN THE
PEW by Rick Hubbell in paperback

or as an e-book through all major book
sites (Amazon, Barnes & Noble, etc.)

www .T ribeofGiantSla yer s .com

(Photos courtesy of Rick Hubbell)
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“Greenville In One Accord” is a magazine about the wonderful
people, places, and programs in the Greenville County community.
We are always looking for more information about the community,
including its hidden treasures. If you know of something that may
be of interest to this Christian community, we want to know about
it too!

Perhaps there are people you know (maybe even yourself) with a
special talent. Perhaps there is an organization helping the com-
munity that many people don’t know about.Perhaps you have a
special ministry, such as a band. Perhaps your church has some-
thing unique to offer.

Whatever it is, we want to share it with the community. Submit
your stories, pictures, and/or recommendations to
submit@greenvilleinoneaccord.com.

“Gr eenville In One Accord” r eserves the right to review, select, and edit
the content for each issue. A submission is not a guarantee of publication.

Homosexuality... (continued from page 6)
you care about those that are on a one way trip to hell? How should
we respond?

We are to care and pray for the lost. Our Lord commands us to
“love thy neighbour as thyself” (Matthew 22:36-40). Every other
person in the world qualifies as our neighbor, and that includes the
believers and unbelievers. Those that are lost in their sins will
oppose the Truth. It would be an easy thing to just let them live in
their sin and not respond, but that is not love. We can never ap-
prove of their sin. This will never help a lost person. We can never
repay evil with evil either. If someone attacks us because of our
stand with God, we must never be found disgracing His name.
Calling somebody a slur, using profanity towards them, or even
physically attacking them is not of Christ. Gay marriage may be
made legal all over our country one day, but we can never approve
of it. We will be hated, but we must truly care for their soul and the
things of God. Non-believers will never understand the Truth. The
glorious thing is that there is always hope for those in sin!

“9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the
kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idola-
ters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves
with mankind, 10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards,
nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.
11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are
sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus,
and by the Spirit of our God.” (1 Corinthians 6:9-11)

The lost will not go to heaven. As Christians, we are to forsake

our sins and follow God. If you have sinned and have no convic-
tion from the Holy Spirit, you are not saved. Paul says to “be not
deceived”. Those living in sin will not inherit the kingdom of God.
The list of sins in 1 Corinthians 6 is interesting in the fact that it is
dominated by sexual sins. It starts with fornicators. It also points
out adulterers, effeminate (or homosexuals), and abusers of them-
selves with mankind (sodomites). There is a mighty hope in these
verses though. God can bring you out of any sin. After a brief list
of sins, Paul points out in Verse 11 “And such were some of you:
but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in
the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.”
There were homosexuals and fornicators in New Testament times
that were saved and they forsook their sins! Glory to God that the
invitation for redemption is still available today.

The new creation can overcome the lust of the flesh. If you
today are living in sexual sin, you must forsake it. Remove the
beam in your own eye before you try to address the speck in your
brother’s eye (Matthew 7:3-5). If our brothers and sisters in Christ
are living in or approving of sexual sin, we must lovingly correct
and help them.

Homosexuality is a sin. The Bible is clear about this. Anyone
that tries to say anything contrary to that is sharing the “gospel of
demons.” We cannot and must not approve of that sin no matter
how much the world pressures us to accept it. We cannot hate and
mistreat those lost in that sin either. Only by showing them love
and concern for their soul can we ever reach the lost. We must help
our neighbors. Pray, stand strong, and know God’s Word!
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Bible Study

Taking God’ s Name In Vain

(continued on page 14)

“Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God
in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that
taketh his name in vain.” (Exodus 20:7)

What does it mean to take the name of the LORD
thy God in vain? “To take” can simply mean speaking
or using, but it can also mean to lift, carry, bear, or take
away. “In vain” is using something like it has no value,
it is emptiness of speech, or it is even lying. As the third
commandment of the Ten Commandments, the Hebrew
people held God’s name in high regard. According to
our authority (the Bible), misusing God’s name is seri-
ous business.

The Jews knew there was power in God’s name, and
even speaking it had power. Israel considered His name
holy and went to great lengths to preserve it. One par-
ticular form of God’s name that was so cherished was
the Hebrew form of Yahweh, or the tetragrammaton
(YHVW). When praying or reading God’s Word, a de-
vout Jew would not even pronounce it. Instead they
would often use Lord (Adonai) in its place, even when
Yahweh was written in scripture. In conversation about
God, they would commonly use The Name (Hashem).
Such great lengths were set forth to preserve His name,
that a piece of paper with God’s name on it couldn’t
even be destroyed. When a scroll of scripture contain-
ing God’s name became too worn to be used anymore,
it was buried.

Do we hold God’s name in such high regard? A quick
observation of our everyday speech and our entertain-
ment reveals that we clearly do not. How empty is our
speech when we declare “Oh, my God!” or “Oh, Lord!”?
We are taking God’s Name in vain, and no one seems
to care. When is the last time you heard someone ex-
claim “Oh, my Prophet Mohammed!” or “Oh, my
Buddah!”? God’s Name is used as if it has no value,
and Exodus 20:7 clearly warns against that. “..the
LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name
in vain.”  We will be held accountable.

“And ye shall not swear by my name falsely, neither
shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I [am] the
LORD.” (Leviticus 19:12)

Again, scripture warns us against the misuse of God’s
name. Many people automatically think of the profan-
ity G.D. in reference to profaning His name, but it goes
much deeper than that. The aforementioned exclama-
tion of “Oh, my God!” or simply saying “God” in exas-
peration is misusing and profaning God’s name. People
say His name as if it is the vilest word they can think of.
Black magic is no exception when it comes to profan-
ing God’s name. Casting spells or conjuring spirits in
God’s name is of the devil.

What about swearing by God’s name? To swear, put
simply, is to give an oath. The pagan nations around
Israel would often swear by their gods, which was to
give a conditional self-curse by invoking deities that
were asked to inflict punishment upon oath-breakers.
Oh, how serious it is in reflection to swear not to false
gods, but to the true living God! Do we really want
God’s punishment if we break an oath to Him?

Swearing by God’s name is putting His character on
the line. We too often hear, usually from liars, the phrase
“I swear to God!” The Jewish people had their equiva-
lent in “As surely as Yahweh lives!” We are selling God
short with such speech and too often presenting Him
as a liar. God says to “…not swear by my name falsely.”
Is it ever ok to swear by God’s name?

“Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and serve him,
and shalt swear by his name.” (Deuteronomy 6:13)

There is a huge difference between the commands
of Leviticus 19:12 and Deuteronomy 6:13. We are first
warned in Leviticus to not swear falsely by God’s name.
In truth, reverence, and service to God, we are com-
manded in Deuteronomy to swear or take an oath by
God’s name. This is not a contradiction, but it is a truth
that we should respect and honor God’s name. If we
speak falsely by His name, we are sinning. If we speak
truth by His name, we are in His will. This is most defi-
nitely not a flippant call to go around swearing by God’s
name though.

There are situations in modern day life in which we
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WallBuilders... (continued from page 5)

(continued on page 16)

John also spoke about the false teachers that had their
own agendas. These false teachers have been and will
continue to corrupt the message of the Word. Many Chris-
tians would be surprised that things they have been taught
in church are contrary to the Bible. The Truth can always
be found in the source!

The truth behind our Christian heritage can be found
by going to the original sources. Americans would be
shocked to find that the things that they have been taught
about our country are actually false. David Barton was
one of those shocked Americans.

Da vid Bar ton
Before he ended up founding the American history

organization WallBuilders, David Barton was a young
Texan with no real history background. This math and
science major came from a Christian family with a
preacher father. His father, Grady Barton, was also an en-
gineer who helped design many major projects including
the F-16 fighter jet. At one point, the family found them-
selves floating between many different churches and de-
nominations after his father became discouraged in min-
istry.

In 1971, David and his sister, Rose Ann Barton, were
in a terrible car accident where she was pronounced dead
at the scene. His father arrived soon afterwards and did
not accept that Rose Ann was gone. Grady Barton quietly
prayed over her, and after 30 minutes of not breathing,
she suddenly started breathing again. The doctors said
that she would have severe brain damage, but David’s sis-
ter was fine and even graduated as valedictorian of her
class.

After that miraculous event, people began to want to
know more about what God was doing with their family.
A Bible study began that soon outgrew their home and
eventually became a church that David’s father pastored
until recent years.

David’s Christian background firmly placed him on the
Solid Ground. After graduating college, he found himself
teaching and eventually becoming principal of Aledo
Christian School. His passion for the Lord finally brought
this ordained minister into the realm of conservative ac-
tivism.

A Christian Na tion
David’s solid grounding in faith helped him to under-

stand the truth behind American history. In a sadly Bible
illiterate nation, many scripture quotes are overlooked in
original speeches and writings from early American his-
tory. What David Barton found in source documents
weren’t just vague references to the Bible though. He
found men passionate about God and country, men that
founded the principles of our government on Christian
values.

These were not the godless founding fathers that school
and society teach us about. These were Christian men who
sought God in all aspects of life. The founding fathers
knew the Bible, Congress sponsored the printing of the
first official English Bible in America, President John
Quincy Adams wrote a book for 10 year olds to read the
Bible in one year, President James A. Garfield was a min-
ister, President George Washington collected sermons, and
they supported laws like the Public School Law of 1789
that stated schools should “teach religion, morality, and
knowledge.”

Could it be that we were really founded as a Christian
Nation? Could it be that our founding fathers were not all
atheists and deists seeking to remove Christianity and re-
ligion from all aspects of our government?

David Barton had simply started looking at old docu-Thomas Jefferson, the controversial author of “separation of church
and state.” A phrase that is not even found in our Constitution.

(Thomas Jefferson by Rembrandt Peale, 1800)
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Community

Gr een villeConnect
Like “Greenville In One Accord,” GreenvilleConnect has

a desire to see God’s people unite. Each month,
GreenvilleConnect organizes a luncheon to bring this body of
ministry partners together. They meet to discuss their many
goals and community opportunities. Much more than just a
lunch meeting, GreenvilleConnect’s specific mission is detailed
on their website...

www .g reen villeconnect.com

Mission
GreenvilleConnect is a network of Christian churches, min-

istries, and community/business leaders whose purpose is co-
operative evangelism, discipleship, prayer, and service.

Vision Sta tement
GreenvilleConnect will become the trusted organization for

promoting an ecosystem of ministry networks unifying Chris-
tians in order to impact the community for the cause of Christ.

Cor e Values
Unity in the Body of Christ: We believe unity is best

strengthened by Christians working together to fulfill the Great
Commission (Eph. 4:11-13). Our purpose is to foster a culture
of unity across the local Christian community.

Service to the Body of Christ: We serve all believers from
Christian traditions that have a shared belief in the essential
doctrines of the faith as revealed in Holy Scripture and sum-
marized in the ancient creeds of the church.

Cooperation in Ministry: We believe the Body of Christ
can be much more effective in reaching the lost and helping the
needy if we work together than if we continue working sepa-
rately (Eph. 4:13b, John 17:21).

Reliance on Prayer: We believe that a culture of prayer is
essential to carrying out our mission.

Str ate gies
Program Strategies: The program Strategies described be-

low constitute three basic initiatives that GreenvilleConnect
will employ to achieve its mission. Each strategy will have an
action plan and measurable goals.

u  Support and provide a common information resource
center for the Greater Greenville Christian community.

GreenvilleConnect will support and provide a wide array
of information resources for Christian churches and Chris-
tian service organizations. The resources will facilitate and
serve ministry needs.

u  Promote joint ministry outreach to the Greater Greenville
area. - GreenvilleConnect will promote and facilitate col-
laborative community outreach projects that combine the
efforts of individual Christian churches and Christian ser-
vice organizations in evangelism, discipleship, and service.

u Initiate and host activities for the purpose of stimulat-
ing fellowship and ministry opportunities to present the

gospel. GreenvilleConnect will organize and host events that
will bring Christian churches and Christian service organi-
zations together for fellowship, inspiration, and equipping
for ministry.

Marketing Strategies: GreenvilleConnect will actively pro-
mote the following activities for participation and financial
support as appropriate. Each marketing strategy will have an
action plan and measurable goals.

u  Conduct fundraising campaigns - We will solicit our
constituency annually with a campaign for financial sup-
port to fund the cost of general operations. We will also
solicit funding from other sources including corporations,
foundations and individuals.

u  Promote the use of the GC website - The
GreenvilleConnect website provides a 24/7 presence in the
community and contains a wide array of services and timely
announcements, so there must be an intentional strategy to
make it known to the Christian public.

u  Promote facilitated events - GC will facilitate events
which are initiated or hosted by participating Christian
churches or Christian service organizations.

u Promote GC initiated and hosted events - From time to
time, GC will itself initiate or host events which are consis-
tent with its mission statement.

(Logo courtesy of GreenvilleConnect.)
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Jesse Biondi, a Christian musician from South Carolina, began a new
journey as a solo artist in 2012. Through many bands and adventures, Jesse’s
call from the Lord has brought him to the release of his first solo album
People of the Light. This collection of original praise and worship songs is
the culmination of four months worth of studio work. Each instrument piece,
minus the drums, was written and played by Jesse. His passion to share
God’s love and message through song is beautifully displayed on this five
song release.

Music has always been a part of Jesse’s life, and he even began playing
his first instrument at the age of three. With a simple three finger
technique, his father began to show him some basic piano
chords and how to train his ears. Jesse’s father even
started quizzing him with songs on the radio by asking
what the chord progressions were! At 10, he began
to take cello lessons, and then moved on to guitar by
age 13. Afterwards, he slowly began to learn more
and more instruments, including: bass, mandolin,
ukulele, and drums.

Like the testimony of so many, Jesse Biondi grew
up in a Christian home. After the divorce of his par-
ents during his teenage years, his family found them-
selves no longer going to church. Jesse later became
involved with a band called Knights of Dei with other
Christian friends. His bandmates told him that he
needed to be in church if he wanted to continue with
the band, and Jesse soon found himself back in church
with his life rededicated to Christ.

During college, Jesse started out as an Education
Music Major. After some soul searching and encour-
agement from his wife, he found himself switching to
Church Music as a Major. His heart was in the church
and what God had called him to. College bettered Jesse’s
understanding of musical theory, helped him to better under-
stand instruments and how they worked together, and in turn
helped him better understand his own songwriting.

Jesse played guitar in a music team at Gap Hill COG in
Six Mile, SC at this time. His senior year required an intern-
ship which led him to one of the biggest Church of God
churches around, Praise Cathedral in Greer, SC. There, he
had the opportunity to start out on cello with the worship
team.

Another band formed early on at Praise Cathedral

(Photos courtesy of Marshall Graham Photography.)



13Music - Jesse Biondi

called Purpose 9:16. This band featured the now popular
country singer Carol Strickland. Jesse and other mem-
bers of the band soon found themselves writing other
songs that did not fit with what they were already doing.
They were reminded of John 9:4 “I must work the works
of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh,
when no man can work.” The night was coming, and they
knew that they had to use what God had given them while
the day was at hand. DAYLIGHTwasting was soon
formed in 2007 with Jesse taking lead vocal duties in this
Christian rock styled band.

More opportunities for leading worship also came
during this time. The Youth Pastor at Praise Cathedral,
Lee Claypoole, invited Jesse to play a song for the Youth
Group. Soon after, Jesse became the full time worship
leader for the Youth Group. After three and a half years
at Praise Cathedral, God took Jesse on a major move
that placed him in another state.

Lee Claypoole took several church members to Ken-
tucky to plant a new church. Jesse came along as the
Music & Arts Pastor. DAYLIGHTwasting, who had gone
through 8 different members in South Carolina, attempted
to continue on. Josh White, original drummer and close
friend of Jesse’s, remained with him through this transi-

tion. Unfortunately, the group found it difficult to con-
tinue without some of the original voices to replicate
the previous harmonies. Even with great local musi-
cians, the group just did not click in the same way.
With the end of DAYLIGHTwasting, Jesse soon
found himself poised to move forward with the next
step in God’s plan for him.

There is no doubt that God uses bad things in our
life to bring about good. Jesse and his family faced
difficult financial issues with their move to Kentucky,
which made them unable to plant themselves there per-

manently. When God placed the burden on Jesse’s heart
to pursue his music solo, Jesse relocated his family to
South Carolina. He had pondered making his home base
in Nashville or Atlanta, but realized that playing shows
would sometimes put him on the road. With most of their
family in South Carolina, Jesse and his wife Deidra de-
cided that it would be the best place for her and their
daughter to be when he was away from home.

Many artists end up going solo after being in a band
because of egos or general in-fighting. This was not the
case with Jesse and his former band members. It was a
gradual change that brought about the situation. He real-
ized that going solo was the best approach to protect

God’s direction for his music and to stop any possible
hindrances.

One difficult thing about a band can be making sure
everybody’s schedule works together. This can become
very stressful and many ministry opportunities can be
missed. As a solo artist, Jesse is able to say “yes” to any
show or worship event. If he has to play a show acoustic,
it will be done. If he is able to bring a full band, it will be
done. Not surprisingly, many of the rotating members of
his backup band are former DAYLIGHTwasting mem-
bers. This includes his friend Josh White, who moved back
to South Carolina as well.

Jesse recorded his first solo effort at Bombhouse Stu-
dios in Morgantown, NC and worked closely with the

engineer/producer. The songs were all written to be very
singable and vocals were recorded in a way that gives a
bit of a live feel. The album is a slight departure from the
Christian rock of DAYLIGHTwasting, but Jesse contin-
ues to move forward with his songwriting and arrange-
ments. His desire is for the music to bless people any-
where they are. The ultimate goal is for his songs to be
played by bands in churches across the world. They are
written as anthems that are a praise to God and that any-
body can relate to.

He has led worship for 5 people, and he has led wor-
ship for 24,000 people. If it is just for one soul to be
saved through the gift that God has given him, he will
soldier on. Jesse Biondi is a man with a heart for serving
the Lord.

www .f ace book.com/
jesse biondim usic

Also, be sure to check out the album review for Jesse Biondi’s
People of the Light on page 15 and download a FREE song
“Your Love” at www.greenvilleinoneaccord.com/jessebiondi.
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Taking God’s Name In Vain... (continued from page 9)

may be asked to swear by God’s name, such as in court.
If it is in truth, no fault should fall on a brother or sister
in Christ who may choose to accept “so help me God”
in a court oath. Likewise, a fellow Christian that feels
led to affirm the truth only and not swear by God’s name
in court, should not be looked down upon. We have to
be sensitive to the Spirit’s leading in such situations,
and we should always be telling the truth! God will not
lead us astray. The Lord confirms over and over again
that speaking His name is a serious matter.

“15 And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel,
saying, Whosoever curseth his God shall bear his sin.
16 And he that blasphemeth the name of the LORD,
he shall surely be put to death, [and] all the congre-
gation shall certainly stone him: as well the stranger,
as he that is born in the land, when he blasphemeth
the name [of the LORD], shall be put to death.”
(Leviticus 24:15-16)

Israel knew that falsely swearing to God, or in turn
cursing Him, would invoke punishment by bearing their
sin with their self curse. Look again at today’s court-
room situation of swearing to God. Liars in court re-
ceive punishment. Just the same, God will not allow
blasphemers to go unpunished. The Old Testament de-
manded death for the misuse of God’s name. It was the
judicial standard of an “eye for an eye.” Swearing falsely
by God’s name was killing God’s character, and the
guilty person would likewise be killed in return. Mis-
using God’s name is serious business! Maybe you don’t
literally speak His name in vain, but as Christians there
is a higher standard.

“33 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by
them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but
shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: 34 But I say
unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is
God's throne: 35 Nor by the earth; for it is his foot-
stool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the
great King. 36 Neither shalt thou swear by thy head,
because thou canst not make one hair white or black.
37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay:
for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.”
(Matthew 5:33-37)

Christians should not be liars. We represent God and
His character in this world. As professing Christians,

we are swearing by God’s name in accepting Him. If
we are not truthful in our speech, we are swearing falsely
by His name. Jesus was not condemning all oaths here,
as He spoke under an oath in court (Matthew 26:63,
64). God also confirmed promises with an oath (He-
brew 6:13-18). Take note that Jesus does not forbid
swearing by God’s name in this passage, but rather He
was addressing the actions of deceptive people. They
were swearing by anything they could other than God’s
name to fool people. Were they really avoiding profan-
ing God’s name by swearing upon His creation? Abso-
lutely not! The world should be able to trust Christians.
If we are saying anymore than “yes” or “no,” our mo-
tives may be hidden.

People try to show their credibility by swearing to
God or His creation. Let your lives as followers of Christ
show your credibility. We are to honor God and His
name just as Jesus did. “…Our Father which art in
heaven, Hallowed be thy name.” (Matthew 6:9). No
matter if we say God, Jesus, Lord, Father, Yahweh, etc.,
we are to speak forth His name in truth and praise Him.
Give Him adoration for who He is and thanksgiving
for what He does. As Christians, our lives swear by the
Name that is above all names!

“1 Praise ye the LORD. Praise ye the LORD from the
heavens: praise him in the heights. 2 Praise ye him,
all his angels: praise ye him, all his hosts. 3 Praise ye
him, sun and moon: praise him, all ye stars of light. 4
Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters that
[be] above the heavens. 5 Let them praise the name of
the LORD: for he commanded, and they were cre-
ated. 6 He hath also stablished them for ever and ever:
he hath made a decree which shall not pass. 7 Praise
the LORD from the earth, ye dragons, and all deeps:
8 Fire, and hail; snow, and vapour; stormy wind ful-
filling his word: 9 Mountains, and all hills; fruitful
trees, and all cedars: 10 Beasts, and all cattle; creep-
ing things, and flying fowl: 11 Kings of the earth, and
all people; princes, and all judges of the earth: 12
Both young men, and maidens; old men, and chil-
dren: 13 Let them praise the name of the LORD: for
his name alone is excellent; his glory [is] above the
earth and heaven. 14 He also exalteth the horn of his
people, the praise of all his saints; [even] of the chil-
dren of Israel, a people near unto him. Praise ye the
LORD.” (PSALM 148:1-14)
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Album Review

People of  the Light
Album Review by: David Lyda

South Carolina musician Jesse Biondi’s first solo effort finds him exploring
new territory but also offers something very familiar to DAYLIGHTwasting fans.
Instead of doing another full blown rock record, Jesse decided to share his passion
for Praise & Worship. People of the Light is full of songs that are ready for Chris-
tian radio. There’s nothing groundbreaking within the music or lyrics, but this
album is a perfect representation of Praise & Worship and offers great encourage-
ment. From the opening electric guitar lines of “Fill Me” to the gentle conclusion
of “Enough,” there is a nice variety in this five song set to attract a whole range of
listeners.

“Fill Me”:  The opening track is what some might compare to an “amped-up”
Chris Tomlin, and it is the closest in sound to Jesse’s former band,
DAYLIGHTwasting. Often under-mixed in Praise & Worship, the drums are very
close to the forefront and play a prominent part in making “Fill Me” the hardest
rocking song on the collection. The passionate vocals come from a cry out to God
to “fill me up, so I can be poured out again.” During a particular dry season in
Jesse’s life, he realized that too often we are not praying for God to send His rain.
The rock delivery perfectly complements the prayer and request for a filling. The
song also boasts a sing-a-long chorus with nice musical changes that keep the
track fresh.

“P eople of  the Light”:  The title track of the album finds the phrase “People
of the Light” mainly used within the bridge of the song and is memorable enough
to be a chorus on its own. The chorus itself uses the popular analogy of light and darkness in the world. The description of God’s light shining over the
earth and we as “light bearers” makes the song feel like it could be a precursor to “This Little Light of Mine.” That’s where similarities to the popular
children’s song end though. “People of the Light” is again a more rock oriented song that sounds very similar to the popular secular band Muse. The
drums feel somewhat urgent on the verses, and the anticipation builds to excellent lead guitar lines that drive the song. It also features one of the best
guitar solos on the album.

“T he Wor ld Ar ound Us”:  After being filled with God’s light, the Great Commission comes into play. The album starts to calm down some in
terms of its sonic assault, but the passion is still displayed in “The World Around Us.” After becoming equipped, Jesse declares that he is now ready
“to share Your heart with the world around us.” Wonderful ebbs and flows complement the song’s sound that is sometimes stripped bare and other
times full of instruments singing together. The opening chords work well with the hand drums that are a departure from the full drum set featured on
earlier songs in the album. Another aspect that sets this song apart is the use of an organ for some of the more beautiful pieces within the arrangement.
This song makes good use of the “gang vocals” style of recording that again gives us a very memorable chorus.

“Y our Lo ve”:  Jesse stated that he wanted his songs to be very singable, and you will find that throughout this solo release. “Your Love” seems to
find an especially welcome place on the lips of the listener. This album seems to take you on a journey. After bringing the tone down a bit with the
previous track, this song puts the album in a particularly somber mood. The feel of the music matches the delivery of such heartfelt lines as “I’ve got
to get back to you.” Though there are valleys in life, there is always hope in our Lord’s love. Such a message is the point of “Your Love,” and it
resounds in a cry of “Your Love washes over me! Your love, it brings me peace!” The song builds from its somber tone and delivers dramatic plays in
the music. The mix of songs has always been something that I feel lacking in much of popular music, and the solo here seems a little too buried in the
mix. That does not stop “Your Love” from easily being one of my favorite songs on the album, though. Many Praise & Worship songs can be
ambiguous with whose love they may be singing about, and it is pleasant to hear Jesse cry out the name of Jesus in the final chorus. (Download a
FREE copy of “Your Love” at www.greenvilleinoneaccord.com/jessebiondi.)

“Enough”:  The album closes with a peaceful and comforting track about grace. As Christians, most (if not all of us) experience times when we fill
like we are not enough. This was what Jesse Biondi felt before composing “Enough.” The song confronts this thought, but it in turn reflects the joy that
is in Christ. We do not have to be enough! “If it wasn’t for Your grace...” God uses the most imperfect people to do His will. No matter what skills or
talents we have or lack, we are made enough because of God. It’s not anything that we can do on our own. The song is mainly based around acoustic
guitar and cello, with the cello adding beautiful lead lines within musical interludes. Minor percussion also compliments the starkness of the song
near the end. Somewhat reminiscent of the vocal delivery on the classic song “House of the Rising Sun,” Jesse’s subdued vocal delivery on “Enough”
becomes more passionate as the song concludes. Grace perfectly sums up the beauty of what God’s love is, and it is a fitting end to People of the Light.

Album available through all major Music download sites (iTunes, Amazon, etc.)

(Photos courtesy of Marshall Graham Photography.)



16

WallBuilders... (continued from page 10)

ments and found a wealth of information that was con-
trary to our text books. He started to share what he found
with others, and the people were hungry for more. Na-
tional television shows started inviting him to show what
he had found. A collection of original documents soon
grew into a massive library that now holds 100,000 pieces
from before 1812.

Many states started approaching David to write their
history and social studies standards. Instead of summa-
rizing what the Constitution said… instead of summariz-
ing what George Washington’s Farewell Address said…
instead of summarizing any historical documents, he took
the novel approach of saying “Here. Read what the origi-
nal said.” Like Christians need to look to the Bible to
know it for ourselves, Americans need to look to original
documents to know history for ourselves.

Government history, educational history, black history,
military history, church history, and Constitutional his-
tory were just a few of the things that were brought into
the light. So, how did our country get to this point of
misinformation, oppression, and ignorance? The slide in
that direction continues to be a gradual process with many
factors in play.

The Dec line
Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution was an early fac-

tor that portrayed the church as anti-science. This shifted
the Christian church into an identity crisis that by 1879
split into two distinctive groups, Evangelicals and Fun-
damentalists. Evangelicals took a step back from the gov-
ernment and society and reduced Christianity’s influence
on culture by half.

The repeal of prohibition set the precedent that we
could not legislate morality. The Scopes trial once again
blamed Christianity for being anti-science. Then during
Herbert Hoover’s run for office, the Fundamentalists sup-
ported him strongly. Once the Great Depression took ef-
fect, many people blamed the Christians for getting
Hoover into office. The Christian people yet again took a
big step back from influencing culture after these charges.
It was OK to be preachers and missionaries, but politi-
cians, scientists, and journalists were out of the question.

Before that, the 1800s saw the rise of progressivism
and secularism. In 1926, the first real blow to our nation’s
Christian heritage came from a book by W.E. Woodward.
His book made claims that George Washington was not a
Christian man, that he was not a moral man at all, and that
he was a deist (the belief in a God who created the uni-

verse and then abandoned it). A book was released the
following year that refuted all the claims with original
documents. There was a bit of a silent period until secu-
larists in the early 1930s started quoting W.E. Woodward’s
book from 1926. By the mid-thirties, books were being
released that quoted the books that quoted the 1926 book.
By the 1940s, there were hundreds of books that quoted
the mid-thirties books. Nobody knew the source any
longer. Everything that was in print was regarded as gos-
pel.

There was another silent period during the 50s and 60s
where more about Marilyn Monroe could be found in his-
tory books than information about our country’s history.
By the 70s, 80s, and 90s, it was taught with authority that
George Washington was a deist and not moral. Incorrect
interpretations of our Constitution also continued to
change the country’s view of our founding fathers’ origi-
nal intent. Our history was attacked, there was silence,
and then it was replaced.

Jesus stated that after becoming fully trained, a stu-
dent would be like his teacher (Luke 6:40). The domino
effect has taken effect with our teaching and learning of
history. Secular ideas have even been taught to Christian
teachers who then impart the erroneous views of our his-
tory upon their own students. Unintentional deception
continues…

Who is your teacher? Do you check the facts or take

(continued on page 18)

Cover Story - WallBuilder s

(Portrait of George Washington by Gilbert Stuart Williamstown)
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Family Resource

Plug ged-In

(continued on page 20)

Would you regard entertainment as a friend of foe? It would
probably be easy to find supporters or opponents on both sides.
In a generation that is being raised by television and popular
culture, it is a very important question for Christians to ad-
dress.

The Enemy is hard at work in the world, and it can be very
difficult to know what is ok for our children and even our-
selves! How do we stay informed without telling our children
“watch what I say and not what I watch”? How do we stay
informed without being corrupted ourselves? Thankfully, the
Lord has given the calling and ability for Plugged In to be a
voice for our generation.

Quietly flying under the radar of most of popular culture
for 20+ years, this ministry is one of the many great outreaches
through Focus on the Family. What started as a seminar,
brought about a newsletter, which developed a magazine, and
ended up as an online resource for parents. Plugged In will tell
you exactly what to expect in new movies, TV shows, DVD
releases, video games, and even books. All reviews are cata-
loged and made available at any time on www.pluggedin.com.

Did you realize that one mainstream movie released in Sep-
tember of 2012 contained at least 325 f-words and around 20
misuses of God’s name? Did you realize that another main-
stream movie released in September of 2012 contained full-
frontal nudity of a roomful of women and several graphic sexual
scenes? Did you realize that several hit albums in 2012 had
racial and misogynist slang blinded in the mix of profanity and
sex? Did you realize that one video game from 2012 had a
“blood spill statistic” to track how many gallons of blood were
shed as the player decapitated, impaled, hacked, and smashed
their opponents? There are a lot of things that we may not
realize about the entertainment world.

Each form of entertainment that is reviewed is thoroughly
combed through to reveal the good, the bad, and the ugly. The
amount of profanity and misuses of God’s name in movies can
especially be surprising. Plugged In Director Bob Waliszewski
points out, “How many times have you walked out of a film
and you’re listening to the couple in front of you… One turns
to the other. ‘Oh, if only there had just been… more profanity
in this film… It would’ve been the kind of film I would’ve
really enjoyed.’ Nobody comes out of a film hoping, asking,
wishing for more profanity! Yet, Hollywood certainly doesn’t
get it.”

All the language, sex, and violence is detailed in the online
reviews (with cuss words censored), but Plugged In also points

out the redeeming qualities (if any are present) of what is be-
ing put out. For example, behind the violence and language of
The Dark Knight Rises lies many Christian and spiritual con-
notations. Other positive elements of humanity and upstand-
ing virtues can also be found in many movies and songs.

The thorough reviews provided by the staff of eight at
Plugged In take many hours. Movie reviews often take 12-16
hours, music reviews take around 7 hours, TV shows take
around 5-8 hours, and video games can take 12-40 hours!

War is not a pretty scene, and the team at Plugged In are
often presented with a very ugly spiritual battle. As adults, we
need to be careful what we allow to influence ourselves as well

Director Bob Waliszewski (Photo courtesy of Plugged-In.)



18

WallBuilders... (continued from page 16)

everything as truth? There is only one Truth in the Gos-
pel, and their can only be one truth with facts. WallBuilders
wants to show you the truth.

WallBuilder s
Not only do they seek to educate the people, but they

strive to rebuild our nation’s foundation. Much like Israel
banded together to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem (The
Book of Nehemiah), WallBuilders encourages American
citizens to come together to rebuild the moral and reli-
gious framework that will stabilize and secure a promis-
ing future for our country.

WallBuilders, founded by David Barton in 1988, has
worked diligently to show the true character, intentions,
and principles behind our founding fathers and country.
Through some divinely directed circumstances, that of-
ten involved thrift stores, their collec-
tion of original documents grew to the
point where they were able to open a
working library and museum in Aledo,
TX.

The organization’s website is an-
other wonderful resource full of infor-
mation, free articles, available books
and DVDs, and even school materials. WallBuilders writes
books and produces videos that bring forth the informa-
tion that they continue to discover. They also reprint older
books that reflect on our Christian heritage.

The staff includes several public speakers that are avail-
able for historical presentations. David Barton, David’s
son Tim Barton, David’s daughter Damaris Schuler,
Former District Judge Rene Diaz, former State Represen-
tative Rick Green, and State Representative Matt Krause
all share our rich American heritage all over our country
with David alone often speaking to 400 groups in a year.

WallBuilders also provides assistance to government
officials on a variety of legal and historical issues. This
can include simply providing information, offering con-
sultations, or even testifying in State and Federal Courts.
WallBuilders has also organized the ProFamily Legisla-
tive Network that is described as an “arm of WallBuilders
that monitors and collects pro-family legislation from the
various states in over a dozen different areas (e.g., mar-
riage, abortion, education, public morality, gambling, pa-
rental rights) which we then make available to legislators
and activists in other states at their request, thus enabling
pro-family legislation to be introduced in states across
America.” (Quoted from www.wallbuilders.com)

Cover Story - WallBuilder s

God has blessed WallBuilders with great success and
a continuingly expanding influence on our society. David
Barton himself was bestowed the honor of being named
one of “The 25 Most Influential Evangelicals in America”
by TIME magazine and has even achieved a New York
Times Best-Seller. He has also won many prominent sup-
porters, such as Mike Huckabee, Glenn Beck, and sev-
eral politicians.

The F acts
How do you know the facts of this article are true?

Seek for yourself. Go to your libraries and read the origi-
nal documents. Look at all that WallBuilders has to offer
with their endless amount of references and footnotes that
show the source materials. Study to prove their books are
true. You might be surprised what you’ll find.

After releasing the book Original
Intent, David Barton upset an espe-
cially dedicated member of the ACLU.
He was bound to prove David’s book
wrong and started to research for him-
self. What he found shook the foun-
dation that he stood upon. The man
became a Christian and told David that

he was right. Not only was he right, but there was so much
more he could have said. He stated that the case for our
Christian heritage was actually understated by the book!

The Futur e
As our nation attempts to move further from the moral

and religious foundation that makes our country great,
we have to wonder what the future holds for our children
and children’s children. People still have a hunger for his-
tory, and that is evident by the many history related best
sellers on the market today. We do have the power as
people to better our nation. It’s encouraging to know that
there are still good Christian men and women fighting for
Christian rights that will bless all of America.

We must not let the moral fabric of our society and
freedom become lost in the secular ideas that continue to
try and isolate religion and morality from public affairs.
As David Barton points out, without religion you cannot
have morals, without morals you cannot have self con-
trolled people, and without self controlled people you need
greater government. The more anti-Biblical we become,
the less the government will work. Pray for WallBuilders
and especially pray for our country!

www .w allb uilder s .com

(Logo courtesy of WallBuilders)
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Issue

To Ea t or Not To Ea t
By: David Lyda

I was falsely accused of being a bigot this week. Chick-
fil-A ’s president has caused a firestorm that reveals much
about the hate that perverts our nation. I’m not talking about
a hatred of homosexuals, for Christians should love those
who hatefully despise us (Matthew 5:44). I’m talking about
a hatred of God and the Truth.

Mike Huckabee truly hit the nail on the head when he
said “Too often, those on the left make corporate statements
to show support for same sex marriage, abortion, or profan-
ity, but if Christians affirm traditional values, we’re consid-
ered homophobic, fundamentalists, hate-mongers, and in-
tolerant…” Many have been attacked (including me) for sup-
porting Chick-fil-A and for supporting Mr. Huckabee’s com-
ments.

August 1st has been declared “Chick-fil-A Appreciation
Day,” and any support of this franchise has been called into
question by those in opposition to God. You hear in your
social circles and all across the social networks that if we
support Chick-fil-A, that we shouldn’t be shopping or eating
at places that support gay marriage. A question then to pose
is “Where did supporting Chick-fil-A turn into a boycott of
other businesses?”

On a constitutional level, Dan Cathy (the president of
Chick-fil-A) has every right to say what he believes. This is
the same that can be said of those that support gay marriage.
Is it ok to support a boycott of these companies according to
our own principles? Paul addressed a similar situation with
early Gentile converts in Corinth. (1 Corinthians 8:1-3 and
10:25)

Cheap meat that was leftover from idol worship and sac-
rifice was being sold in the Greek and Roman markets. Ma-
ture believers knew that eating these meats was not wrong.
The idols that they were sacrificed to were not real gods.
Meat was meat, and it was serving a need to buy these cheap
meats. There is no doubt that many if not all of the vendors
selling the meats also supported the idol worship.

Compare this situation to what is going on today. Some
businesses may support gay marriage, but mature believers
know that this is not true marriage. These businesses still
fulfill needs and eating their food or buying their goods does
not make you support gay marriage any more than buying
cheap meats would make you worship idols.

Our money goes to people, companies, and government
that support things contrary to our faith every day. Do you
think everybody working in Chick-fil-A supports the Chris-

tian agenda? Likewise, many non-believers that buy a good
or service are possibly putting money in the pockets of people
that do not support their agenda. Everybody at Amazon,
Starbucks, and McDonald’s does not support gay marriage
even though their companies might. For non-believers to
say we shouldn’t support those companies because we sup-
port Chick-fil-A is ludicrous. They would likewise need to
stop shopping anywhere a Christian works. Their money
might go against gay marriage!

Another two points to note in Paul’s defense of eating
the meat sacrifice is that we have to be sensitive to our con-
science and be careful not to offend our brother. There are
situations that your conscience may not allow you to sup-
port a certain company. The Holy Spirit’s leading is not to
be ignored. Supporting a company may hurt your walk, your
example, or your fellow Christian’s walk. The fact of the
matter is that the service itself is not a sin. “But meat
commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we eat, are we
the better; neither, if we eat not, are we the worse.” (1
Corinthians 8:8). God will not lead you astray.

The “brothers being offended” that is mentioned by Paul
is often misinterpreted. Some would compare it to a fellow
Christian being offended because somebody wears jewelry
or has long hair. That is not the case. The brothers being
offended were newer believers that were tempted or grieved
of their old lives in idol worship. Eating the meat sacrificed
to idols caused them to stumble. A mature believer has to be
aware of how their actions are affecting their brothers and
sisters in Christ. If you have a friend that is a former alco-
holic, it is probably not a good idea to take them back to a
restaurant where they used to drink. We have to be sensitive
to the Spirit’s leading.

Using the services of a business or working for them
does not mean that you automatically support their views.
Believers and non-believers alike could never find a place
to eat at, buy from, or work at if that was the case. We have
to stand for God when He is attacked. We have to live lives
that reflect God in all that we do.

The world is crying out for us to support diversity, but
Christians are being excluded. The world says we are of-
fending them because we don’t support something they be-
lieve. Well, we’re offended that you don’t support God, but
Christianity commands us to “love our enemies.” I would
like to see non-believers try to do the same. It is impossible
without God.
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Plugged-In... (continued from page 17)

as our children. Prayers lifted up by the staff for protection
and prayers from the countless number of brothers and sisters
in Christ carry the ministry from day to day. “Not to say it’s
not hard. It is hard… It’s rough… especially as Hollywood
gets courser and courser… There’s also something else that
goes on. Everyone on my team can say no to an assignment.
Nothing’s ever forced.” says Director Bob Waliszewski.

God’s protective wings overshadow Plugged In as the Lord
shows them the abominable things that are an ingrained part
of our culture. Much like God allowed the prophet Ezekiel  to
see the debase and vile things that were taking place in his
temple so as to warn the people (see Ezekiel 8-11), there is a
mighty mission at hand.

We must guard ourselves against the attacks of the Devil.
Realize that there is a battle being fought to destroy your wit-
ness, your walk, and ultimately your joy. We must protect and
prepare our children. Realize that if you don’t train your chil-
dren up in the way that they should go, the world will do it for
you.

Plugged In is a wonderful tool for your whole family in the
fight to keep ourselves pure. Take some time to explore its
wonderful reviews and features including: blogs, video reviews
of many movies, and even a family room section that features

Bible Studies that are setup to be used with particular movies.
There are still good forms of entertainment being produced,

and there are still many options to protect your family. Many
parents enjoy the ClearPlay DVD player that actually censors
profanities, sexual references, and the misuses of God’s name
with regular DVDs. The censorship is enabled through editing
signals within the software of the DVD player. Updates can be
downloaded regularly from a computer for new releases.

Ignorance is no excuse for God’s people. We cannot say
truthfully that God does not allow us access to a bevy of infor-
mation. Just within God’s Word, we have access to His char-
acter and revelations to man. Commentaries on the Bible are
also readily available to us. Plugged In is a commentary to
entertainment. Do not take for granted what God has made
available. Continue to pray for this ministry, pray for our chil-
dren, and pray for this culture!

www .plug gedin.com

(Logo courtesy of Plugged-In.)

The probability that one person could fulfill only eight messianic
predictions of the Old Testament as calculated by Mathematician
Peter W. Stoner is 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000.

Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin
shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
(Isaiah 7:14)
-Ne w Testament Fulf illment:  Ma tthe w 1:18-23

But thou, Beth-lehem Ephratah, [though] thou be little among the
thousands of Judah, [yet] out of thee shall he come forth unto me
[that is] to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth [have been] from
of old, from everlasting. (Micah 5:2)
-Ne w Testament Fulf illment:  Ma tthe w 2:3-6

Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of
my bread, hath lifted up [his] heel against me. (Psalm 41:9)
-Ne w Testament Fulf illment:  Ma tthe w 26:21-25

12 And I said unto them, If ye think good, give [me] my price; and
if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty [pieces] of
silver. 13 And the LORD said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a
goodly price that I was prised at of them. And I took the thirty
[pieces] of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the
LORD. (Zechariah 11:12-13)
-Ne w Testament Fulf illment:  Ma tthe w 26:14-16,
27:3-10

...smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered... (Zechariah
13:7)
-Ne w Testament Fulf illment:  Mar k 14:27-31

But he [was] wounded for our transgressions, [he was] bruised for
our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace [was] upon him; and
with his stripes we are healed. (Isaiah 53:5)
-Ne w Testament Fulf illment:  1 P eter 2:24

They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my
vesture. (Psalm 22:18)
-Ne w Testament Fulf illment:  Luk e 23:34

For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have
inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet. (Psalm 22:16)
-Ne w Testament Fulf illment:  J ohn 20:25,  27

...and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink. (Psalm 69:21)
-Ne w Testament Fulf illment:  Ma tthe w 27:34

9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his
death; because he had done no violence, neither [was any] deceit in
his mouth. 10 # Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put
[him] to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin,
he shall see [his] seed, he shall prolong [his] days, and the pleasure
of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. (Isaiah 53: 9-10)
-Ne w Testament Fulf illment:  J ohn 20:1-9
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Music Venue

The Channel
The Channel is an all ages music venue located in downtown
Greenville. In the midst of the thriving downtown scene, The Chan-
nel brings a welcome selection of many Christian bands. The per-
formers range in style and substance with local and national bands
sharing the stage several times each month. Recently NAME, co-
owner with her husband McAbee, spoke to Greenville In One Ac-
cord about The Channel.

When did The Channel f ir st open?
The Channel started as Carpenter’s Cellar located off of North Main
Street in 1996.

Ho w did The Channel g et star ted?
Grace Church wanted to reach the downtown community through
a music-coffee shop environment.

Wha t pr ompted the mo ve do wnto wn?
We felt the Lord leading us back downtown, and through a number
of miraculous steps the doors opened to be back on Main Street.

Ho w has the v en ue c hang ed since f ir st opening?
Physically– from an 800 sq ft space to a 3,000 sq ft space to a now
14,000 square ft total space.

Wha t ar e y our hopes f or the futur e of  the v en ue?
Financially, that it will become self-sustaining. There is a long
term vision of seeing other venues like the Channel spring up across
the country. Whether we have a direct hand in that or whether we
offer encouragement and share about all the mistakes we made
with others that want to have similar visions, we are excited to see
God continue to move through “Kingdom Spaces” like The Chan-
nel.

Ho w is The Channel dif fer ent fr om other m usic
ven ues?
The mission behind it is different than any other. It is to provide an
all ages, alcohol free space where the Kingdom of God is advanced.
The type of music we host is different, mostly Christian with some
non-Christian positive focused bands.

Ho w is Christ r ef lected in the v en ue?
A few times a year we have bands/individuals share testimonies
and the gospel is shared. We have seen over a couple hundred pro-
fessions of faith at concerts in the past 6 years. Seeds are con-
stantly planted through many of the bands, their lyrics, and the
way they build relationships with the concert attendees.

Do y ou ha ve c hur ch or ministr y af f ilia tions?
The Channel intentionally has remained independent from any
affiliation with one particular church because part of the vision is
to help bring unity to the Body of Christ, bringing believers to-
gether from every denomination.

Do y ou ha ve a par ticular Bib le v er se tha t r ef lects
the mission and desir e of  T he Channel?
Because the heart of what we do is to show the love of Christ to
everyone and to be a part of bringing unity to the Body of Christ,
John 17:20-23 has been extremely influential. “20 Neither pray I
for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me
through their word; 21 That they all may be one; as thou, Fa-
ther, [art] in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us:
that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 22 And the
glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be
one, even as we are one: 23 I in them, and thou in me, that they
may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that
thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.”

W ha t type of  m usic w ould people hear
at The Channel?
Everything from acoustic to Christian heavy metal!

W her e ar e the bands tha t pla y a t
The Channel fr om?
Local, Regional and National. Recently we had a band from New
Zealand playing!

W ha t na tional bands ha v e y ou had
at The Channel?
Tobymac, Disciple, The City Harmonic, Becoming The Archetype,
Seventh Day Slumber, The Wedding, House Of Heroes, Seabird,
Crowfield, Eleventyseven, Wavorly, and more.

(continued on page 22)

A band and crew soundchecking for a show.
(Photo courtesy of The Channel.)
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The Channel... (continued from page 21)

Ho w can bands/m usicians pla y a t The Channel?
Visit www.thechannelonline.org and submit a booking request.

Do y ou e ver ha ve to deal with un-Christ-lik e
beha vior fr om bands?
Not often, most are very respectful.

If  so , ho w do y ou deal with it?
In a loving but firm way set boundaries and occasionally mute the
mic if they haven’t abided by the boundary of no profanity.

Wha t ar e T he Channel’ s hour s and da ys of
oper ation?
The Channel is event driven, so there aren’t specific hours of op-
eration.

When ar e sho ws g ener all y perf or med?
Typically Friday and Saturday nights

Wha t kind of  demo gra phics do y ou see a t T he
Channel?
Mostly 18-25 year olds, but we get a lot of great support from par-
ents and family members of local bands.

Tell me a bout Grille 33.
Grille 33 exists to help support the Channel, providing for almost
50% of The Channel’s budget. It is a great restaurant, with yummy
food! We focus on running it as a marketplace ministry, meaning
we build relationships with our staff and have intentionally lived
our faith walk in front of them. Four of our staff have come to
Christ in the past year. One of them has a passion to move into full
time inner city ministry and is in training to do that!

Wha t type of  f oods do the y ser ve?
We are known for our burgers, winning the 2012 best burger in the
Upstate award.

I noticed tha t Grille 33 ser ves beer and wine . From
a Christian per specti ve,  ho w do y ou deal with
ser ving alcohol?
We have a policy that we never serve over a certain limit so that we
are never contributing to drunkenness, and do not serve liquor. It
has actually been amazing the conversations that have come up
with people at the bar and the opportunity the Lord opens to talk to
people about their faith. * (DISCLAIMER: Greenville In One Ac-
cord does not endorse the consumption of alcohol and encourage
others to “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil,
as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:”
(1 Peter 5:8)

The Channel’ s w ebsite sta tes tha t it is an alco-
hol fr ee v enue . Does Grille 33 not oper ate during
sho ws?
Alcohol is not
allowed in the
venue, we are
actually work-
ing on a sepa-
rate entrance
from Main
Street so that
those with strong convictions of abstaining from alcohol won’t have
to walk in Grille 33 if they don’t desire to.

Wha t ar e Grille 33’ s hour s and da ys of  oper ation?
Mon-Wed 11am-9pm, Thurs-Sat 10am-10pm, & Sundays 10am-4pm

W ha t is T he Channel contrib uting to the
comm unity a t lar ge?
God is at work in so many aspects of what The Channel does.
Beyond providing a music venue where our young adults can have
a positive, Christ focused venue, The Channel has many other ini-
tiatives as well. This summer we launched our first internship where
six college age kids were challenged to radically walk out their
faith daily and experience intentional Christian community. We
have also opened a city wide prayer house called The Shift in the
basement of The Channel. A very exciting aspect of The Channel
that few know about is our ‘City Initiative’ with a vision to unite
diverse individuals, organizations, and institutions to promote the
positive growth of community and reach needs in Greenville. The
first community focused on with this initiative has been Judson.
We are already seeing God’s hand move mightily as plans are un-
derway for a community garden and some other land to be used to
improve the community. Over 15 organizations, churches and busi-
nesses have come together to make this happen. Lastly we allow
church groups and non-profit groups to use The Channel venue for
free.

W ha t can the comm unity do to help
The Channel?
Help spread the word! Support the Christian music scene by at-
tending concerts.

221 N. Main Str eet - Greenville, SC 29601
Phone: 864-552-1945

www .thec hannelonline .or g

(Logo courtesy of The Channel.)

Local Chur ches
Would you like to have your church featured in “Greenville In One Accord”?

Visit GreenvilleInOneAccord.com/churchprofiles for details.
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To place an ad with “Greenville In One Accord,” please contact David Lyda at (864) 201-9869 or
david@greenvilleinoneaccord.com. Prices are based on camera ready artwork. If design services are needed,
“Greenville In One Accord” can provide them for a negotiated fee. Please contact us with any questions or concerns.

$150 - Full P age Ad  (7.75” x 9.625”)
- 100+ FREE magazines printed and distributed in black and white to the public.
- Each month’s magazine will also be available for FREE download in color and for E-Readers.
- Business listing will be posted in the Links section of GIOA’s website.
- A one time business listing will be posted on GIOA’s Facebook and Twitter.
- 1” x 6” ad will be posted on GIOA’s website, www.GreenvilleInOneAccord.com.

$100 - Half  Page Ad  (7.75” x 4.75”)
- 100+ FREE magazines printed and distributed in black and white to the public.
- Each month’s magazine will also be available for FREE download in color and for E-Readers.
- Business listing will be posted in the Links section of GIOA’s website.
- A one time business listing will be posted on GIOA’s Facebook and Twitter.

$50 - Quar ter P age Ad  (3.813” x 4.75”)
- 100+ FREE magazines printed and distributed in black and white to the public.
- Each month’s magazine will also be available for FREE download in color and for E-Readers.
- Business listing will be posted in the Links section of GIOA’s website.

$25 - Eighth P age Ad  (3.813” x 4.75”)
- 100+ FREE magazines printed and distributed in black and white to the public.
- Each month’s magazine will also be available for FREE download in color and for E-Readers.
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Would you like to receive each issue of
"Greenville In One Accord" at home?

A full year's subscription (4 issues) is only $5.00 for shipping and handling.
Mail all requests to: David Lyda  -  P.O. Box 1244  -  Taylors, SC 29687

Name: ________________________________________________________

Mailing Addr ess:_______________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Phone #:__________________ E-mail: _____________________________________

Please include your Check or Money Order for $5.00 made out to David Lyda.

Each issue of "Greenville In One Accord" is always available for FREE download at
www.GreenvilleInOneAccord.com/archives.



"Greenville In One Accord" is a magazine aimed at uniting the Christian community in Greenville County, SC.
This unity has the ability to strengthen, inform, mobilize, encourage, and grow God's people.

As a FREE publication it will always be made available through many outlets, including: online and in print.
Articles focus on Christians and Christian organizations in the community, local church congregations, needs, and
Bible studies. "Greenville In One Accord" will also be a resource to help people find a church of their own.

This monthly magazine is the flagship publication of This Little Lyda Mine publishing company started by
husband and wife, David & Beth Lyda.

www.GreenvilleInOneAccord.comwww.facebook.com/greenvilleinoneaccord www.twitter.com/greenvilleioa


